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The Late Amir of Bahrain,
Shaikh Isa
bin Salman Al Khalifa

May God grant his Soul
Eternal Peace
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The Chamber has played the role

of the main representative of the

Bahraini private sector and the

voice expressing its ambitions.

the activities and events of the Chamber, all of
which were for the sake of the sector to which
I ' was and am still belonging.

As a recipient, 1 missed certain issues as a young
man lacking the rich experiences and objectivity

of the old people. As a result, my judgments on the accomplishments of

this prestigious institution were hasty and unfair in many cases. However. 1
had a strong feeling of sympathy for the Chamber as I was fully convinced
that it embraces its members kindly and responsibly and provides them
with the confidence, they need to perfectly conduct their business.

I now realize, while being at the heart of the decision-making circle
concerned with formulating the Chamber’s policies and implementing
the decisions of its board of directors, how vast the distance is between the
narrow view of the angle of the recipient of the Chamber’s policy outcomes,
and their accompanying impacts, and that of the decision-making body
that bears the responsibility for the decision consequences. The latter is
characterized by its broad horizon and comprehensive vision of those in the
decision-making circle, being the cornerstone in the formulation of those
policies, and an integr al part of the logic of those decisions that transfer
them from the space of the narrow cir: Cles preceding decision-making to
its wider space accompanying and following decision making.

The second angle can be classified as in-between as it began when I started

to get closer to the Chamber, its committees and members of its boards of

directors. At this stage, I began to feel closely how difficult it is to read the
commercial reality, understand the complexities of formulating policies,
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Sameer Abdulla Ahmed Nass

Established in 1939, the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(BCCI) constituted an initial step on the path of transition toward
contemporary civil society. Election results of BCCIs first boards of directors
at the time revealed a qualitative change in the values of the community,
which were then subject to tribal culture, towards a different community
aspiring to establish a culture of a different community developing towards
civility, with differences distinguishing it from that tribal community. It is
worthy to note here that the Bahraini merchant had, at that relatively early
stage in the history of the Chamber, an advanced view that has always been
the compass that would guide him towards achieving his goals.

Since then, the BCCI has been playing its role highly responsibly and
efficiently, even in its very early stages, as the main representative of the
Bahraini private sector. BCCI has aptly defended the interests, activities
and sectors of the financial and business community, which at its early
stages embodied a distinct category of the community.

For my part, I always review the course of BCCI over its eight-decade
history (1939-2019), along with the subsequent future years from four
angles that may appear externally different and separate from each other,
but in essence they are interconnected and integrated. The first three angles
probe the depths of the long history of this prestigious institution. The
fourth angle attempts to objectively foresee the future of the Chamber,
which cannot in any way be separated from its rich history or prosperous
present. The first angle stems from the early stage of my career when I got
involved in the business of my family. I define the parameters of this angle
as nothing more than a mere recipient. At the time, I was playing my role
through a family business that made me a recipient of the outcomes of
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primarily responsible for following up on the implementation of decisions,
along with receiving reactions to (‘,nf(m‘ing such decisions.

This angle broadens to guarantee the formation of the parts of the
image completely and honestly. There is no chance for receiving indirect
information, or processing data indirectly. This angle also allows us to
make the appropriate decisions, based on the most accurate, up-to-date
and true information. This, in turn, places responsibility on the board of
directors in general and on me personally, to formulate the best policies
and transform them into programs and plans. along with providing the
robust decisions that guarantee the best outcomes.

['here honestly dare say that the outcomes of the Chamber’s performance
in the current term satisfied the voters, as we have fulfilled significant part
of our election program.

We would not have been able to achieve this unless we had had the
accumulated experiences developed and maintained by the previous
boards of directors of the Chamber. These experiences were transferred
to successive executive bodies of the Chamber and were implemented by
its various committees.

At this point, I find myself closer to the fourth and final angle, which takes
us to the future and its upcoming horizons, along with all the consequences
of the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic with the economic and social
repercussions it has generated.

This pandemic has posed sudden and unprecedented challenges at all levels
to the government and people of the Kingdom of Bahrain. particularly
the commercial community.
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and the degree of difficulty of transferring them into actual programs and
plans with executive regulations.

This hybrid position between direct contact with those involved in decision-
making and receiving the decision in later stages allowed me to have dual
look. The first is the one that recognizes the difficulties of formulating
policies, the accompanying programs. and the required decisions. The
second is the one that measures the impact of this on the merchants
receiving the outcomes of all those decisions. This provided me with the
required objectivity that resulted in mature reactions when interacting
with such decisions.

This double-edged angle shaped many of my automatic reactions, and at
the same time refined my judgments of the outcomes of the Chamber's
p()lici(‘s‘ and accompanying decisions.

It is no secret that in the third stage only I began to realize the vast
qualitative and quantitative gap between the two angles. I was able
to directly perceive the difficulties and challenges encountered by the
Chamber’s successive boards of directors at every step they took. The
Chamber has exerted tireless efforts to continue to play its professional
role efficiently to carry out its tasks to the fullest.

This leads us to the third angle which begins with “Tojjar Bloc” winning
the elections of the 29th Board of Directors of BCC1 (2018-2022), and
my election as Chairman of the Board of Directors. At that time, I found
myself at the heart of the decision-making circle, and in the most direct
communication channel with the members of the Chamber. Today, I play a
role in one of the highest decision-making circles, which is at the same time
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3. Paying more attention to the requirements of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution and focusing on its main components, the most important

of which is increasing the contribution of industries based on the
communication and information technology revolution.

4. Providing small and medium-sized enterprises with their needs to
increase their contribution to development projects, so that they can
play a leading role in the national economy through entrepreneurial
projects. Therefore, this achieves the required combination between
the components of the present and those of the future to create a
contemporary knowledge-based economy, gaining confidence from
the elements of the network-based economy.

Samir Abdullah Nass
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Bahrain Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
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[t was necessary for the Chamber, as the body responsible for the commercial
community, to confront this pandemic to reduce its negative repercussions
and to find techniques of confrontation other than the traditional ones
adopted in previous economic and financial crises, bearing in mind the
framework of the integrated policy formulated and developed by His
Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and
Prime Minister.

We here take pride in the unique harmony between those mature and
appropriate policies introduced by the country’s wise leadership to confront
such repercussions. Such distinguished and the response of the commercial
community led by Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and industry policies
placed Bahrain among the developed nations that confronted this pandemic.

Amid our struggle with this pandemic, we did not confine our efforts to the
present time despite its importance and priorities. Rather, we were keen
to take the initiative and continue developing the Bahraini industrial/
commercial community, by working diligently to achieve the basic and
strategic objectives related to combining the present executive vision with
the future vision in accordance with the following principles:

1. Adhering to the strategies stated in the Economic Vision 2030 and
ensuring implementation of the guidelines of the policies and the
required decisions and plans.

2. Continuing implementation of projects of diversification of sources of
national income, to reduce dependence on oil.
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Whoever takes on the responsibility of recording the history
of 8 decades (1939 - 2019) of the history of an institution of
the size, importance, performance, and influence of Bahrain
Chamber of Commerce and Industry shall encounter a set
of challenges, some of which are related to the form of
treatment, while others are related to the style and essence of
treatment, not to mention the approach to be adopted. When
adopting any of the approaches, the problem of obtaining
the information necessary to record the numerous events the
Chamber experienced throughout that history tops the list
of such challenges. Another major challenge is that many
of those who played prominent roles in the development of
the Chamber have passed away.

Concerning the form of treatment, which is the easiest of the challenges,
whoever addresses that history discovers that he is required to decide,
in advance, whether or not the treatment will follow the historical
narrative approach that does not go beyond a narration of events and
avoid concentration on details and comprehensive description of the
accompanying circumstances. He shall also overlook dwelling on the
reasons that led to the events the Chamber experienced and struggle
to avoid prolonged pauses to explain the similarities or differences
between the positions of the Chamber and other related parties. e
shall try to reach deep conclusions that explain the outcomes of those
events or reasons for the positions of those parties that contributed
significantly and directly to the occurrence of these events and their
effects that undoubtedly contributed to the course of the Chamber and
its development over its eight-decade history to date.
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found a manuscript of a study prepared by the late businessman Ahmed
Qasim Fakhro, entitled “Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Past Achievements and Future Challenges™. This study is different from
other attempts as its author was a member of the Chamber’s Board of
Directors for more than one term, before he was elected Chairman of
the Board of Directors for the twenty-first term of the Chamber from
April 21, 1985 to June 15, 1989. There was also another extensive study
authored by the businessman Khalid Mohammad Kanoo who belonged
to a commercial family, and chaired the Chamber’s Board of Directors in
its 25th term from October 30, 2000 to November 15, 2005. This study
was entitled "Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Future
Challenges". This detailed study succeeded in chronicling the course
of the Chamber in an integrated framework with its Gulf geographical
surroundings, and its international professional scope. After reviewing
these two studies, we tried, as much as possible, to avoid repetition of
the contents of either of them, unless necessary.

In parallel to these two studies, there is an extensive list of attempts of
those who dealt with the history of the Chamber. These works reflect the
authors” efforts to rewrite the history of Bahrain. Many very important
manuscripts were found, but they were not in the possession of the
authors of the two studies mentioned above. These studies relied on
the archives of countries such as Britain, which had a clear impact on
Bahrain’s modern and contemporary history, specifically in the era that
preceded Bahrain’s independence in the early 1970s.

The third harsh challenge is demanding the author of such a book to
adhere to the standards of intellectual honesI\ in narrating the events and
facts of eight decades (1939-2019) of the hlstm} of Baln ain Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, which is an eventful and multidimensional
history. This places a great responsibility before those who attempt to
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On the contrary, there is the deep historical research approach that is
similar to academic writing. This approach elaborates on analyzing events
alter fully examining the essential topic through the methodology used
to monitor information and detailing the reasons thereof. In the midst
of that, whoever adopts this approach shall pay special emphasis to
placing each event in its historical context, and interpreting it from its
different relative angles, rejecting subjective projection on the one hand
and avoiding 0011(‘1“&114311011 on the other hand, without overlooking
the reasons ])(lund each particular event. This approach secks to link
events with each other within the framework of an integrated and logical
analytical system at the same time.

Eventually, the history of the Chamber and the thoughts of those who
formulated its policies are the factors imposing determination on the
nature of the material covered in this book, restricting the impact of
diverse interactions and forcing the writer to try, as much as possible,
to follow a historical line that leads to an intermediate position between
the two situations. These factors direct the writer towards adopting the
narrative approach that documents the history of the Chamber in scientific
objectivity that is smooth and rich in events that draw the attention of

ager to identify the stations of that long history. At the same
time, it h(ll)s draw an integrated and undistorted image, in a deceptively
easy 51,_\ le that places the ( hamber’s history within lh( framework it has
drawn for itself with awareness, the features of which were defined by
the pioneers of the different stages. Each of these stages has its major
events that have contributed significantly to the Chamber’s distinguished
reputation through its flexible and firm management at the same time
when such challenges are encountered.

The second challenge is that this attempt is not the first of its kind as it
was preceded by previous attempts, some of which were not published. We
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in question, imposing its requirements on the process of progress of that
community, which is a necessary safety valve that ensures its natural
development, the features of which are shaped by the requirements
of elements derived from the objective conditions surrounding that
community, and its subjective components. All these components
interacted logically and dynamically with the first circumstances. This
led to the emergence of the Chamber and its normal growth in the later
stages, as a natural response to these surrounding circumstances.

It should be noted here that this transitional move the Chamber
experienced was not a sudden leap emerging from nothing, nor far or
separated from another one that preceded it, and paved its way. Rather,
it all came as a series of balanced moves complementing each other and
consistent with other moves that preceded them.

There was the “Customary Council” that was formed on January 22,
1920, by virtue of a decree of the ruler of Bahrain at the time, the late
Sheikh Isa bin Ali Al Khalifa, in agreement with the British commissioner
to Bahrain at the time. H. R. P. Dickson. That Council consisted of ten
members, five of whom were appointed by the late Sheikh Isa bin Ali Al
Khalifa and the other five were appointed by the British commissioner
as representatives of the foreign communities in Bahrain at the time.
The powers of that Council included considering commercial issues.

The nature of the formation of this council, which was a combination of
elections and appointment, reflects the history of the smooth, non-violent
development that the Chamber underwent on the path of leaving the
tribal community toward civil society. This council has witnessed a set of
transformations accompanying the political and commercial developments
Bahrain experienced at the time. The name of the Council was changed
to “Merchants Council” at a later stage, to deal with commercial disputes
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depict a clear image of such history. As a result, the reader may feel
some of the intended laconicism in some pages of this book, along with
demanding elaboration in other pages.

One should read or even just go through this book taking into consideration
such challenges, without preventing the reader from exceeding any of the
limits imposed by those challenges. Therefore, the reader shall maintain
his right to read the book subjectively, while observing his duties.

We started this book as early as 1939. the year of the inception of the
Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which is at the same time
the end of the decade at the beginning of which oil was discovered in
Bahrain in commercial quantities and was first exported in 1932, We
regard the establishment of the Chamber as a bold step in the history
of Bahrain to get rid of the roots of the tribal community towards the
values and institutions of contemporary civil society, according to the
standards of the relative circle of this society, at that particular time. The
procedures of the Chamber’s successive elections over its eight decade
history established advanced values in the working methods of the civil
society organizations in the Arab Gulf region in general, and Bahrain at
its heart in particular. Such a transformation represented a qualitative
change. especially in its early stages. in the values and concepts of Bahraini
society at the time, towards gradual liberation from the restrictions of
the tribal culture prevailing at the time, and the firm move towards
establishing the culture of another society that would develop in the
direction of civilization, with all its various relationships distinct from
the ones that govern the mechanisms of the tribal community.

We monitor that slow gradual wransformation without allowing such a

process to reject the values of either community. This is because each of
which reflects a level of development appropriate to the historical period
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between merchants. The name was later changed to “The Diving Council”,
which was mainly concerned with diving affairs, as diving at that time
was the most important commercial activity. This took place during the
reign of His Majesty Ruler of Bahrain, Sheikh Hamad bin Isa bin Ali
Al Khalifa.

Therefore, the establishment and publicity shift took place gradually and
smoothly at the same time. Over decades, the Chamber could establish
advanced concepts, the signs of which are still clear on the path of
Bahrain's cultural, and even political, development. As a result, that
first step, along with other Bahraini steps taken by other societal groups,
laid the foundation of the edifice of the cultural heritage Bahrain enjoys
today. The elements of that heritage reflected the unbridled desire for
change, and its features were determined by the conscious and balanced
persistence in progress.

All of this was not just a superficial change that had no effect on the
structure of the Bahraini society. Rather, it was a true reflection of the
developments of a particular stage that was deeply rooted in the soil
of the path of that progress. Amid that change, the Bahraini merchant
adhered to that advanced insight that acted as the compass that would
guide him on the path of that long and arduous journey towards his
goals and ambitions.

Since then, the Chamber has played its role with high responsibility and
unprecedented competence. even when it was in its very early stages, as
the main representative of the Bahraini private sector and its ambitions.
Thanks to this, it has gained the status of the defender of the interests
of the financial and business community with its various activities and
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in coordinating between banks, on the one hand, and merchants on the
other hand, in collaboration with the government, to solve any problems
and find solutions to support commercial transactions. This role played
by the Chamber was remarkable.

This role grew and expanded. As a result, the responsibility of the
Chamber increased gradually and spontaneously. With the growth,
diversity, and increasing importance of business sectors in the structure of
the national economy, it was necessary for the Chamber to effectively play
such a pioneering national role. This role was played by the successively
elected boards of the Chamber. Those successive boards represented
the interests of the Bahraini commercial community, and the lively
and dynamic channels that support it. The efficiency of the Chamber’s
performance during the period extending from the 1930s to date was
fostered by the Chamber’s sectoral committees, which represent, in one
way or another, the various activities of the commercial and industrial
sectors contributing to the national economy. The successive boards of
directors of the Chamber have ensured that the number and nature of
the committees are in harmony with the growth of Bahrain’s markets
and the various activities of its merchants.

That vision and the practices reflecting it reinforced the Chamber’s role.
The committees of the Chamber and its counterparts of the various
parties as well as many joint business councils with the private sector in
other countries, especially in the Arab Gulf region expanded the positive
effects of the Chamber, both directly and indirectly.

These joint committees and councils have succeeded, through coordination
with their respective boards of directors, along with the Chamber’s
executive and administrative body. in per fmmlrm their tasks to the
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sectors. This led to the harmony between the Chamber’s development
as an institution, and the journey of businessmen as a sector towards a
common goal that served the first professionally and defended the interests
of the second commercially. Each of them left its clear positive impacts
on the map of the achievements that have been made and helped relieve
the burdens of the challenges and difficulties of that journey.

Over the years, Bahrain witnessed many social, economic, and political
developments and the Chamber’s professional role increased both in
quantity and quality, being the oldest and most prestigious Chamber
of Commerce in the Arab Gulf region. As a result, the Chamber has
become one of the most important decision-making circles concerning the
Bahraini commercial community in every stage of economic and social
growth and development that the Kingdom of Bahrain has gone through.

The most important development was the discovery of oil in Bahrain and
the start of its production and marketing in 1932, as mentioned above.
This development imposed a new life for the Bahraini community and
created commercial activities that transcended the borders of Bahrain in
the years following the discovery. It also led to the need for a regulatory
])Odv at the level of that devy elopmen‘r to take on the 1espon~,1b1h‘rs of
protecting the interests of merchants, addressing the new emerging issues
related to foreign trade and providing the needs of merchants with the
banking services to finance the commercial transactions conducted with
suppliers from other countries or with exporters. Therefore, we note
that the banking movement which began in Bahrain in 1919 with the
opening of a branch of the Eastern Bank Limited (currently Standard
Chartered Bank) and the British Bank of the Middle East (currently
HSBC) in 1944 has greatly contributed to the role the Chamber played
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fullest. They could also create significant channels of positive and fruitful
interaction channels of local and regional relations that resulted in various
projects and programs. All the successive boards of the Chamber have
been keen to carry out the tasks entrusted to them through their close
and continuous cooperation with the various relevant departments and
specialized centers, whether operating inside or outside Bahrain.

This would not have happened, and the Bahraini commercial sector would
not have achieved these significant successes without the continuous
coordination between the government agencies and the Chamber’s
various relevant departments. The growth integrated with the private
sector in Bahrain. with the institutions representing it and the relevant
state departments. The two sectors followed the same path. As a result,
Bahrain developed from its limited social, economic, and even political
tribal bases to its endless civil space. This reflected positively on the
performance of Bahrain’s economy, which grew rapidly and efficiently
both quantitatively and qualitatively.

This, in turn, explains the success of all these efforts in establishing high
professional values that enabled the Chamber to build the structures
required for an integrated and interconnected system, which laid the
foundations of the components of a healthy emerging economy. Those
efforts, which served as the administrative and professional system alike,
provided the boards of directors with their urgent needs to help them
perform their tasks as required and achieve their programs to the fullest.
All of this was conducted in a framework in harmony with the state’s
policies and national programs on the one hand, and its foreign relations
on the other hand. Amid these activities, the Chamber’s successive boards
always regarded the interests of the Bahraini businessmen, whether traders
or manufacturers, as one of its top priorities and objectives they seek
to achieve through the network of relationships they built at all levels.
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Over the past eight decades of its history, the Chamber could positively
impact the dev eloplnent process, thr ouuh its positive strategic response to
the national plans. As a result, the C hamber succeeded in bemﬂ a historical
lever in the development of the Bahraini economy, spemﬁcall} during
the critical stages in which that economy was exposed to crises, some of
which were external, while others were due to purely internal factors.

When referring to the Chamber’s contributions, we do not claim to
have made miracles or exceptional achievements, but rather ensure that
these contributions reflected, in essence, a positive dynamic interaction
between the Chamber as a civil society institution, and Bahraini society
as a framework surrounding it. To the same extent, this proves that the
Chamber, as a vital cell in that society, was not confined to the limits
of the executive static body, but it rather exceeded those limits when it
msisted, with full awareness, on becoming a dynamic and interactive body,
capable of having clear development impacts when it comes to protecting
the interests of the private sector or coordination with the public sector.

Upgrading the role played by the Chamber was the outcome of three
interrelated factors. The first of which was the enlightened and ambitious
self-awareness that the Bahraini merchant acquired over the past nine
decades that followed the discovery of oil in the early 1930s. This
awareness resulted in a wealth of knowledge that led to developing a
system of local skills, which the Bahraini market desperately needed at
that stage.

This awareness was not sudden, unnatural, or fabricated. Rather, it was
deeply rooted in Bahrain where it emerged and developed automatically
and naturally thanks to the continuous efforts of its citizens and their
continuous sacrifices over ages.
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The second factor was the introduction of modern education in its
advanced concept distinet from the traditional one in Bahrain at an
early stage of its contemporary history, which in turn supplied the local
market with local skills it was in urgent need of. The private sector
benefitted from the cadres of this system. These pioneering cadres could
diagnose the present and interact actively with it along with foreseeing
the future and preparing well for its requirements.

Therefore, those skills were not merely commercial, but they rather
branched out until they became deeply rooted consciously and willingly
in the context of the community relations that formed the features of
the gradual development, on more than one level and direction, which
Bahrain has enjoyed for more than a century.

The third factor was the special relationship generated by the mutual
trust between the good governance on the one hand and an enlightened
commercial sector on the other hand. This relationship succeeded in
creating the required balance that ensures the stability of the society in
the first place, its development in the second place, and last but not least
its continuous development transformations.

Such a distinguished and constructive relationship is the one that
strengthened the bonds of interaction between the development of
society and the growth of the role of the Bahraini merchant. The elixir
of that r(rlaﬁons]lip may not be subject to conclusions repeated in the
interpretations of some modern theories that seek to set specific standards
for the development of societies, and their social and political outcomes.
Rather, it could, in essence and regardless of all traditional theoretical
propositions, provide those wanting to record the events of this era of the
modern and contemporary |1istm"§;()f Bahrain with tools that help them
understand this development and realize its distinguishing characteristics.
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Although this text is mainly concerned with monitoring the history
of Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry over eight decades,
objectivity requires the author to pay attention to a very important issue
represented in the open leadership of Bahrain that has always sought to
achieve the aspirations of its people. As a result, the Chamber’s boards
of directors throughout its eight-decade history interacted with a regime
eager to push toward the future, by encouraging and adopting initiatives.

The first outcome of such positive and distinguished relationship between
an open and rational government and an ambitious Chamber was the
introduction of modern education in Bahrain. The establishment of the
Al-Hidaya Al-Khalifia School was the outcome of the insightful vision of
the government and the forward-looking view of the Bahraini merchant.
This positive interaction between the two parties generated a sincere
common desire between advanced and pioneering views of the royal
family, and the logical and ambitious response of a distinguished elite
of Bahraini merchants at the time.

Therefore, the establishment of Al-Hidaya Al-Khalifia School was the
first successful partnership between the state, which was then in its very
early stages. on the one hand, and the Bahraini merchant, who was also
searching for a means that would help him achieve his goals centered
around laying the foundations of modern education, on the other hand.
This sacred alliance between the royal family and its people laid the first
foundation of the modern education system, which graduated efficient
cadres who have taken on the responsibility to guide Bahrain towards
growth and progress for everyone aspiring.

The education sector was not the only outcome of that fruitful relationship.
The banking sector since its inception in 1919 has benefitted from the
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These efforts contributed directly and indirectly to help the private sector
overcome its crises and reduce their negative effects, raise its capabilities,
and increase its contributions to improving and developing the economic
and social position of the Kingdom of Bahrain.

In the midst of all this, the Chamber, within its other responsibilities,
did not neglect its role as the source of the rich repertoire that provides
the state with its needs when building its administrative institutions,
developing its internal relations with the Bahraini society as well as
external relations with its regional and international circles.

Thanks to those efforts, the Chamber objectively and historically served
as the lever that, through diligent and conscious coordination with the
various state administrations, helped Bahrain occupy the prestigious
commercial position it enjoys today among the sisterly and neighboring
countries.

All these achievements, both tangible and intangible, do not mean that
the Chamber claims to have reached perfection today and none of its
successive boards of directors over its eight-decade history has claimed the
same. Meanwhile, these achievements entitle the Chamber to take pride
in its a(;(fon’lp]ishln(}nts and motivate it to aspirc to more dcvc]opmcnt
on a continuous basis. We note here the need to pay attention to the
role of interaction with foreign powers in accelerating the pace of such
transformations. I)(},spit(‘ the intentions of such powers centered around
looting the country’s resources, they encouraged the transition from the
Bedouin societies with their controls restricting the movement of society
towards civilization and openness to the other for the sake of the positive
dynamic interaction.
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outcomes of that relationship that enabled it to reach its current position.
The services launched by the financial technology “Fintech” sector in
the second decade of the twenty-first century are just another tangible
evidence of education outcomes that provide the Bahraini market with
indispensable efficient human resources. It is highly important to add
that the banking sector which started in Bahrain in 1919, as mentioned
above, has provided the important resources necessary to meet the
merchants” need for reliable channels of financing to facilitate conducting
their local, regional, and global commercial transactions. The authors
have reviewed some minutes of the meetings of the Chamber’s board
of directors dating back to the 1950s and found out that they revealed
the merchants’ desire to establish a local bank that would contribute to
financing business and commercial transactions. The National Bank of
Bahrain was the outcome of that desire.

The triangle of this historical harmony unprecedented in the region has
ensured distinet and fruitful relations between state institutions run by
the vision of an ambitious and stable regime, a civil society institution
representing the concerns and aspirations of the commercial community,
and a bzmkﬁlg system that distinctly performs its functions that many
other countries were seeking to achieve the required social stability,
ensure the desired economic growth, and pave the way for the desired
political development.

In this context, the Chamber has devoted all its efforts to perform its tasks
related to defending the concerns and interests of the private sector and
expressing its opinions on all issues that could affect the activity and vitality
of this sector. The Chamber is keen to present and propose solutions to the
problems of this vital sector of society, and ways to address the challenges
it faces, through collaboration, coordination, partnership, and direct
dialogue with various parties, particularly the concerned official bodies.
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Perhaps the cost of that transformation Bahrain underwent was high, but its enlightening role and positive impacts on all aspects of life in Bahrain
should not be underestimated. The positive and pioneering influences that should be pointed out characterized Bahrain to date. They are diverse
and include several areas, one of which is education in its modern and contemporary form at the beginning of 1919, if not earlier than that, as some
resources indicate. Education was available to everyone, males and females, without any discrimination. Education was later developed through the

introduction of universities and educational institutes.
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All this led to opening new horizons for work in emerging economic sectors, including the oil sector, and then the banking sector, which provided
many opportunities for the commercial work. This led to the emergence of the need for the necessary mechanism that meets the growing needs of the
commercial movement in Bahrain to exercise a pioneering role commensurate with the growth it witnessed on both the quantitative and qualitative
All this was achieved thanks to the establishment of the “Chamber of Commerce”, which operated under various names that were in line with

levels
the accompanying developments that the commercial life experienced.




CHAPTER ONE
THE FOUNDATION
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The history of Bahrain reveals that the Bahrain Chamber
of Commerce and Industry has succeeded in performing its
professional and social role highly efficiently over the past
eight decades of its history. This was a natural and logical
reflection of Bahrain’s commercially strategic location,
which resulted in the emergence of the Bahraini commercial
community at an early stage in the history of the modern
Arab Gulf region.

Bahrain’s location distinguished it from other Gulf countries, and made
it a pivotal point of contact between the West and the East. By virtue of
this location, Bahrain has become a strategic station and an international
communications center, at which world trade routes intersect. The most
important factor was the ability of the people of Bahrain, thanks to their
cultural background, to seize this unique opportunity to strengthen
the bonds of their relations with peoples belonging to different human
civilizations.

Thanks to this pioneering vision, the people of Bahraini were bold enough
to interact with human races having various interests, and different living
styles. On the other hand, this geographical location and that population
behavior made Bahrain a target of the great powers at every stage of its
history and the focus of attention of those countries that contributed to
]n'()Tet:Ting the country and <:()0pﬂ'me(| with the government in sllp]»(n'ting
the economy and development for the benefit of the country.

This manifested in its ugliest form in the era of the European colonial
phenomenon from its beginning in the fifteenth century tll its later
stages when it spread globally to impose its control over vast areas of the
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countries of the world, including the region of the Arab Gulf. Not only
were these colonial countries interested in finding a foothold in small
countries rich in natural resources, but they were also keen to extend
their influence on strategically located countries, including Bahrain.

Despite the difficulties and challenges generated by the colonial
invasion, including the exploitation of the resources of the countries,
the accompanying arbitrary measures, and the attempt to weaken the
factors of their development, the people of Bahrain continued to confront
that exploitation and play a pioneering and distinguished historical role,
despite the difficulties they faced due to the imbalance of power in favor
of those colonial countries.

This role was evident in successful management skills related to trade,
including that coming from or going to countries in the far reaches
of the world such as Sindh. These skills also involved trade from and
into Mesopotamia. Those well-established and growing trade relations
provided Bahrain with a rich experience in dealing with others, no matter
how different their civilizations are and regardless of their cultural
differences with them.

This transformed Bahrain from a modest commercial port that receives
visitors, and provides them with their simple individual needs, into a
commercial center that deals positively and dynamically with those
visitors. The people of Bahrain could, over the successive ages, establish
direct relations with visitors from the far reaches of the world. Through
that interaction, the people of Bahrain gained a lot from the civilization of
their visitors, and established, by means of direct and indirect interaction,
new relations that are a mixture of a different civilization. Thanks to its
location and people, Bahrain has become an incubator interacting with
these civilizations, and a leading factor for their development.
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As a result, the grandchildren of the first merchants and their successors
gained the rich commercial experience that provided them with the
required skills they needed in such early stages of Bahrain’s modern and
contemporary history to manage commercial transactions highly efficiently.
Therefore, the continuous civilizational accumulation through the ages was
taking two opposite and integrated directions at the same time between
Bahrain and visitors who passed through it or resided in it. History has
recorded the keenness of the early inhabitants of Bahrain to pass on the
cultural heritage they received to others after mixing it with the local
Bahraini flavor, which enriched and provided it with the elixir it needed to
ripen in the soil of Bahrain. Thanks to that mixture, the outcomes of that
heritage flourished and were then re-exported to their countries of origin.

This dynamic cultural mixture of this historical and commercial heritage
played a positive and creative role in the later stages of Bahrain’s economic
development. At every stage of its development, it needed a historical
lever that would organize its steps. This explains the rush of Bahrain
merchants to establish a professional institution that defends their rights
and contributes to developing their performance. The inception of the
Bahrain Chamber of Commerce was the natural outcome of these efforts,
searching for a regulatory professional framework for the Bahraini
private sector.

The 1930s witnessed Bahrain’s launch towards new economic and
commercial horizons, which began with the discovery of oil and its
production and exportation in 1932, Bahrain was the first Gulf oil-
producing country to export oil in commercial quantities. This was an
important event that created a commercial and economic reality that
required collaboration between public and private sector. The merchants
of Bahrain, represented by their "Chamber", worked hard to set up an
organization that preserves the interests of the commercial and economic
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The Chairman of the Chamber’s Board of Directors, Mr. Samir Abdullah
Nass, believes that this stage, which preceded Bahrain’s accession to the
United Nations in 1971 or the end of British protection over Bahrain,
played the role of the commercial heritage based on openness to the
other dual positive interaction in shaping the cultural and civilizational
background that provided the commercial sector in Bahrain with its needs
to shape itself. Mr. Samir stated, “This era may seem insignificant to some
people, and others may underestimate the role of the commercial sector
in shaping the historical development of the Bahraini society. However,
history proves otherwise. Therefore, I will not go into details, and I will
only discuss two stages that are sopalalo and 111[001alcd at the same time.
The first of which has to do with the reality of the development that
the Bahraini commercial community (.xp(m,n((,(] during that period,
and the openness it had to other civilizations, especially the Asian ones
represented in the Indian subcontinent. The second is that of the European
civilization thanks to the openness of the Gulf society, and the Bahraini
one in particular to that civilization, particularly the British. The discovery
of oil was a direct reason for that openness, and the transformations this
discovery brought with it. I note that I will start as early as the beginning
of the twi mmoth century and will not go back to the preceding ponods

Concerning former, we should refer here to the distinctive positive and
integrated relationship that the royal family has established with the
commercial community to defend the interests of this community and
ensure its growth and progress at the same time. This led to the formation
of the various councils, the first of which is the Customary Council, and
later the Bahrain General Merchants Association, which was the first
step toward establishing Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

The efforts of Bahrain merchants at the time and the support they received
from the royal family served as the historical lever that provided the
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parties. This, in turn, provided an opportunity for Bahrain, as a country,
to encourage cooperation with the commercial sector to manage the
commercial movement and lay the necessary foundations that regulate
the relationship between the commercial sector and the government.
This organization enabled Bahrain to become, in later stages of its
contemporary history, as in the mid-1970s, a leading financial center,
with vast international expansions. This was achieved thanks to Bahrain’s
ability to establish a sophisticated, integrated. and effective system at
the same time, based on the contemporary * “offshore” banl\mo system.
This banking platform succeeded in prov iding appropriate and advanced
services llnough the successful combination of the financial liquidity

provided by the oil boom in the mid-1970s, and the flexible services of

offshore banks that attracted that liquidity. Bahrain created an appropriate
advanced financial environment thanks to the Bahraini infrastructure,
along with the flexible legislation it enacted, that banks and companies
with complex business management mechanisms needed urgently to be
able to carry out their activities and generate profits from them.

This distinguished and rich experience that is open to the other at the
required degree of flexibility interacted positively with the geographical
location. This integrated trilogy made Bahrain acquire an advanced
position compared to the rest of the other Gulf countries. It also
contributed, in the early stages of Bahrain’s commercial development,
to qualifying the people of the country to master the requirements of
the mechanisms of transporting goods and commodities, as well as the
procedures for export and import, including transit requirements as well.
This accumulated knowledge was the ground on which the merchants in
Bahrain laid the foundations of their progress in the field of their multiple
and diverse commercial activities at the same time. All of this turned, in
later stages, into an administrative incubator through which the affairs
of merchants and commerce in Bahrain are organized.
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commercial sector with vitality and the ability to achieve the progress
we have today.

The latter led to the radical social and commercial transformation in the
components of Bahraini society generated by the oil industry. The discovery
of oil led to the emergence and growth of the Bahraini middle class, which
provided Bahrain with human resources. The behavior of this class, based
on openness to the other, acceptance of his ideas and coexistence with his
values, constituted an inexhaustible resource that laid the first foundations
of the civil behavior that characterized the Bahraini commercial sector.
This behavior contributed, directly and indirectly, to satisfy the urgent
needs of the Bahraini society, and the commercial sector at the heart of
such level and type of liberation for Bahrain to achieve its renaissance, the
results of which we enjoy today, especially in its economic and development
aspect, in the general sense of the concept of development.

The first chapter of the book entitled “Bahraini Women in the Twentieth
Century: The Stage Preceding Bahrain’s Accession to the United Nations
in 1971 or the end of British protection 1900-1970" (Sabika Al-Najjar
and Fawzia Matar, Bahraini Women in the Twentieth Century: Pre-
Independence Stage 1900-1970. 1st Edition, Bahrain: Masaa Publishing
& Distribution, 2017, pp. 46-80), provides an accurate and rather detailed
description of the prevailing economic and social scene during that period.
Although this book focused on the conditions of women in that period,
it contained descriptive information mixed with an objective analysis of
the overall social, economic, and even political conditions that Bahrain
was experiencing during the period that this valuable book addressed.

The discovery of oil in 1928, the establishment of Bahrain Petroleum
Company in 1929, and the start of oil production in 1932 provided
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“appropriate factors to complement the features of the modern state...
so public services, especially education, health and municipalities were
developed, and the first elections for the Muharraq Municipality were
conducted using ballot boxes and election cards in 1930.... In 1937 there
was a great increase in oil revenues and part of which was directed to
the field of government services. The Department of Public Works was
established and the construction of a government hospital began.... In
1939, the first Chamber of Commerce in the Gulf region was established
in Bahrain ".

The two writers talked about the role of Bahrain’s strategic location in
attracting residents, “The location of Bahrain’s islands, its commercial
position, and its marine and agricultural environment rich in sources of
livelihood necessary for settlement have attracted to this small part of the
world various races of people who settled in Bahrain and lived among its
population and enjoyed its progress. Then, the two-writer quote Krstji's
description of the origins of Bahrain’s residents, "We passed by the markets
many times and met with different races of people, including Arabs,
Persians, Jews, Negroes, and different races of the sons of Shem." (p. 47).

The two writers continue to draw the structure of the population pyramid
of Bahrain at that stage, concentrating on middle class stating, “These
categories enjoyed an average level of wealth and social status ...”. (p.
062). They are the class that formed the first nucleus of the first generation
of today’s merchants.

The two writers continue to elaborately describe Bahraini society and
its commercial categories, “The 1930s and the 1940s represented the
beginning of the emergence of the commercial bourgeoisie class. Changes
in the economic situation and changes in the society’s sources of wealth
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from traditional economies to the oil industry led major merchants to
transfer from dealing in goods that serve traditional economies such as
timber. ropes and gum and the like, to act as commercial agents for new
foreign goods, newly introduced to the Bahraini consumers.” (p. 70).

Those who go through the study of the late Qassim Ahmed Fakhro
find more specific information related to diagnosing that close mutual
relationship between the growth of the Bahraini economy and the
establishment of the Chamber. This is because the author had a direct
relationship with the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry. He
depicted the features of that relationship as follows, “The conditions of
establishing chambers of commerce and industry in any country are
affected by the prevailing and expected economic, social and political
conditions in that country as well as the prevailing circumstances and
conditions at the regional and international economic level. Therefore,
the motives for establishing the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and
Industry cannot be separated from the economic and social developments
that the State of Bahrain has gone through.”

Hence. the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry as it is today,
and the level of development it has reached in the modern era, is in its
essence, as Fakhro asserts, a natural outcome of these accumulations,
and a logical outcome of their impacts. This also explains the precedence
of Bahrain over other Arab Gulf states, in establishing an organizational
framework called the Chamber.

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry has achieved the most
important goals of its establishment, which is making Bahrain an efficient
and highly qualified station from which the Bahraini merchant can start to
build the business system first in Bahrain, and then coordinates his steps
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the interests of the social category they represent from professional angles
appear clearly on the surface of the components of the society concerned.
This is what the Chamber has done since its very early beginning.

We have felt the keenness of the Bahraini merchant, since the inception
of the Chamber, to distinguish between these two angles to deal with
each of them with a mature social responsibility and rational professional
competence. For decades, the Bahraini merchant has maintained this
equation to ensure the validity of its fixed and variable factors that
ensured the Chamber’s efficient performance, and guaranteed continuity
that would achieve the required growth and development. This mature
distinction and integration between the two levels granted the Chamber
the elixir of continuity, growth and outstanding performance.

Although there is not enough space here to detail the achievements
of the successive boards of directors of the Chamber, it can be said
that the Chamber could play its role skillfully and professionally in the
main stages of the modern and contemporary history of Bahrain. It is
sufficient to refer in this regard to the 1970s when the Chamber, along
with its counterparts from other Bahraini civil society institutions, led
the referendum process on Bahrain’s independence as an Arab country.”

To understand the achievements of the Bahraini commercial movement
on the path of establishing the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, and to realize the importance of reflection of this on the overall
commercial activity of the Bahraini commercial sector, it is necessary to
consider the historical and professional frameworks.

We do this without having to deeply go back to the history of the
development of the concept and emergence of the idea of establishing
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with traders in the neighboring Gulf states, while paying attention to the
necessary relations at other levels, primarily the Arab and Islamic ones.
Historically, this gave the Kingdom of Bahrain its new and contemporary
commercial look, which provided its people, led by the Bahraini merchant,
with the professional flexibility required to become one of the international
trade centers in the Middle East.

Mr. Samir Nass monitors the reality of the Chamber, and numerous
differences in the activities of the commercial community experienced
before and after the establishment of the Chamber, “This reality can
be viewed from more than one angle, including the social angle that
integrates with the professional angrlc."'"' ) 7

At the social level, we can say that this reality originated as the basis
of the social classification for the various categories of the Bahraini
society, in the sense of setting socially distinct features between the
different categories of the society. The formation of the Chamber was
an unannounced acknowledgment of the beginning of the formation
of separate specifications, values, concepts, and even demands of each
social category, without this implying or leading to setting barriers
separating any of them. It must be emphasized here that such social
classification is a healthy phenomenon that all other civilized societies
have experienced during the phases of their development. The higher
the pace of development is, the faster each social category acquires
its own components distinguishing it from other categories, within an
integrated tolerant framework, and not within an aggressive and repulsive
framework, as some may imagine, or as may be promoted by others.

As for the professional level, the professional interests take precedence
over other interests. Hence, professional structures focusing on defending
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At the beginning of the twelfth century AD, these entities served as a
suitable basis that paved the way for the emergence of craft entities on
the European continent. The emergence of the Chambers of Commerce
and Industry in their current concept is attributed to Europe. Naturally,
these professional entities could contribute to improving the technical
level of the various crafts, and helped them in collective bargaining to
obtain their rights, or improve their chances of negotiations with others
and defend the interests of their members.

The first economic union that was called a Chamber was established in
Marseille, France in 1599. Then, the Jersey Chamber was established in
Britain in 1768. Many countries followed the example of these chambers
and similar entities were established in Germany, Italy and America. Later,
many other countries began to establish chambers of commerce. Without
the need to go into the details of each Chamber in the world separately,
we can say, in general, that the main objectives of the establishment of
such professional regulatory frameworks. and specifically the chambers
of commerce, can be briefed as follows:

Creating a robust local economy, developing the community, introducing
better plans for trade, offering a range of business opportunities for the
benefit of the members, communicating with the government to discuss
business and trade interests, and playing an important role in settling
commercial disputes between members.

On the other hand., it is rather difficult to understand the role played by
the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry today or throughout
its history over nearly eight decades without referring, even quickly, to
the economic conditions and production patterns, even the primitive
ones that accompanied each stage of those eight decades.

Oapdl acling ajlad aaye ag)li
HISTORY OF BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Suiull goswr (pllei alll 3k al jgagall
alyi alll cuda dayd JI Glodows G e
O vluigy paull a)¢ Gy Judibuy
ajladl gudao <licelg alll aonj gjaa (ple

10540 (o chbisi Gupadl aaye
- alagy v duyell 6ybill caye

.T¢ aygadl Liadiell

acling 8)hi 4y¢ pgull auuylod 531l jgall ngs olaay digenll o il aen (ple
092 12g4c axilod (o yléy Lol aiay (53l lgali alaiol ke aiulo gf ayyaull
saio adlagdl (pia alidl blailg aialniadll ELlégiU @i gad (nle glg aagell

Auiladll agéell cli Jalpo (o dlajo JA Lidal) ouI

ayid» cage guipadl alodadll ol alall 44 gdgo nle s sgle agato (s losg
a0 Ol8 Caa ppinall gl il Gl pise ganlil] opall jalgl dio duma
byl yilg aclloswill apng acljill 221 oaaull jjal guabuill 3jgall ga §1311

180T ole bhaill caliniél Jud cllag asalaillg ducloial alall jgbi ple

Loyggbs Jgl né 818l aclin ol alga ilis no olgeidy puosa ¢ sole Jaing
T .. Jales Lo lGgiow augpll dlac (o el Gupudier jadi adlge Cudan Gupulls
alid o aiulg puosa j26 lady ail (sgle Lapiyg «lgisn s niglpiaw] ayia
Ciagads uaall (né oswgall 8g)3 Gl L TAFA ple jalall el 3l né Citlag
saclindl i ayli baill ooy olg .rol._:.:_ﬂlg JBosdll nibds o wuglé o gl
Jaall guaail :JL{.U|@§MQ§.D|9§J|&H.L€TQ‘J;Q:Lm1U3J|L_.pﬁWCLp
aylasnl ninig QUL né nelijll §18U1 jgghh (all dalall wacliallg saall
-43ail @ag (ple Gupaull nag slogoc audall na «glghll aclin jligil (nlf (sal lowo

a3c Joa Gilpaailly Ciglai (ll g (7.7 = To. ) Cyaall Gupauldl agyli Lol
(818UI 3wl (ngsll dclin L agndall) aclinll ada né Gulolellg Gauwll
lgl (nag dixaw 1o, . gait pise gulill opall o Gluidill né Ciyada
Ol ol 19,V olell (né youygl puin lodu /a9 . gaiy pine gulill o pall
00 %A gai sl laga IVARY gai lgule Jowy @iga 91V gai ioly Gaudl aac

" @osati 99, TV amaac @Il L5l

1AVT Juglo

chambers of commerce and industry, as known in other regions of
the world.

It is a fatal mistake to view the development of the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry movement as an automatic and rigid response
to that experienced by its counterparts in the business movement in
developed countries, especially in Western countries. The Bahraini
individual/merchant knew primitive forms of commercial professional
organizations, dating back to ancient civilizations. For example, the
Chinese, the ancient Egyptians, the Romans, the Greeks, and the Arabs
before Islam established very simple administrative structures that
responded automatically to the needs of those different periods of
population development. The establishment of such structures aimed
to practice activities, in a very early stage, close to those of today’s
Chambers of Commerce.

Chambers of commerce in general, regardless of some minor differences
in their organizational structures, and the goals they seek to achieve,
are institutions recognized by the official authorities in the concerned
country. They are not-for-profit organizations that work for the public
interest in the field of the national economy, and look after the interests
of its members.

The main objectives of the establishment of chambers of commerce are to
care for the interests of businessmen, and to coordinate with the relevant
official bodies in the country for the sake of economic development.
Various agricultural, commercial and industrial craftsmen established
their own institutions to express their points of view on the issues related
to their craft.
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from a mere route linking Britain and its empire in India to a strategic
oil-producing region of great importance to the competing world powers,
especially before the outhredk of World War II. Oil was the biggest
factor in chanomo the importance of the Gulf region. Oil was discovered
in Bahrain in 1932, By 1937, the construction of a new refinery had
increased total oil production to over one million tons, and twelve new
reservoirs were added in 1939.”

In a lecture given by Adviser to His Majesty the King for Diplomatic
Affairs, Dr. Mohammad Abdul Ghaffar at the Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses in India, he pointed out that “the relations between Bahrain
and India extend to a long history as a lot of documents can be found that
confirm the continuity of civilized communication between the peoples
of the East. Navigation and trade movement with India played a vital
role in the economic development in Bahrain since the era of the first
founder Sheikh Ahmed Al-Fateh (1783-1795). A report of the British East
India Company in 1790 links the prosperity of the emerging state with
the active trade of Bahraini ships in India. The report also refers to the
process of the conquest of Bahrain, “Al-Utub encouraged inhabitants to
buy ships suitable for voyages from their country to India to use them to
transport the pearls directly to Surat (a port on the east coast of India).”

Dr. Mohammad Abdul Ghaffar added, "The secret of the development
of the trade exchange movement of the emerging country with India is
that Bahrain’s trade has increased remarkably since Al-Utub took control
over the country in 1783. They possessed ships suitable for travel from
their country to India, and as a result they could bring their annual
imports of Indian goods." On the other hand, Bahraini merchants began
importing various goods from the ports of Iraq and eastern Arabia with
the aim of re-exporting them to India. The report also indicates that
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As Mr. Mahmoud Alawi noted, on the Al-Hayat Network, that the Bahraini
economy experienced a “golden period from the late nineteenth century
to the 1930s, when pearling was the main resource for the islands of
Bahrain, following agriculture and fishing, and had a positive impact

on the development of social and cultural life before the discovery of
oil in 1932.”

Mr. Alawi quotes from James Buckingham’s book, “When the pearling
first appeared in Bahrain, it achieved returns estimated at twenty lakhs
of rupees annually, equivalent to 200,000 sterling pounds, at the time.”
Mr. Alawi adds “James Wellsted, in his book entitled “Trips in Arabia,”
issued in 1838, estimated that the peak season in Bahrain witnessed
the sailing of 3,500 boats of various shapes and sizes. Oil had very
negative impacts on that industry and led to its decline, as it attrac ted
rhe majority of divers to work in the wells, due to the hwh salaries. In
addition, the production of agricultural pearls in Japan and its low prices
led to the collapse of the pearl industry in the Gulf region in general,
and in Bahrain in particular.

The modern history of Bahrain (1500-2002) contains discrepancies
in “estimates of the number of ships and workers in this industry (the
pearling). In the 1830s, they were estimated at about 1,500 ships, and in
the late nineteenth century at about 900 ships. In 1907, Lorimer points
out that the number of ships amounted to about 917 ships, employing
about 17,033 people, i.e., about 18% of the total number of population
amounting to 99,275 people.

Documents of the British Archives record that, “The 1930s were the

years that changed the character and importance of the Gulf region.
From Britain’s point of view, the region has transformed in this period
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states, “The circumstances of the establishment of the Bahrain Chamber

of Commerce and Industry, as one of the first major and pioneering
chambers in the Arab Gulf region, passed through multiple stages, each
of which witnessed tangible steps taken towards achievi ing the chamber’s
goals to serve its me mbers and develop the economy in Oultml He adds,
W [t is not possible to separate the conditions of (blal)llslnng the chamber
from the prevailing social and economic conditions in the country, its
Gulf surroundings and the prevailing regional conditions."

Before addressing the history of the establishment of the Bahrain Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, it is necessary to carefully read the mindset
of the Bahraini merchant when determining the features of the Chamber
and its role, as mentioned in the unpublished study of the late Qasim
Ahmed Fakhro, who held the position of Chairman of the Chamber’s
Board of Directors. In this study, which reflects his vision to a large
extent, Fakhro monitors the mindset of a high percentage of the Bahraini
commercial sector believing that * EA|)dll(llllf_‘ the Chamber’s competencies
should be a means for the state to deal with the Chamber within the
framework of a view in which the objectives, competencies and powers are
integrated. The Chamber must have an appropriate amount of freedom in
making its decisions and expressing its positions and opinions regarding
the national economic issues, and the affairs of the business sectors it
represents. This is a clear call for the independence of the private sector,
without being isolated from the decision-making mechanism in the
various state institutions and departments. Fakhro continues to detail
the mechanisms of the Chamber’s access to a high level of participation
in making appropriate decisions through a set of executive steps that
preserve the Chamber’s necessary margin of professional independence
that allows it to defend the interests of its members, without any form
of clash with the various state institutions and departments.
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Bahraini merchants at the time had extensive investments and capital
contributions in the production sector in India. The report stated that
Bahraini ship owners desired to make more profits, so they later began to
conclude deals related to receiving miscellaneous commercial materials
and 1||(\ were interested in engaging in small projects including cotton
yarn, shawls, Surat zaraqji, and other Gujarati fabrics, that are in (l(m(m(l
in the markets of Aleppo, Baghdad, and Basra. A large portion of these
goods passed from the port of Al-Qurain to Aleppo and Baghdad, and
the rest was imported to Basra.

This proves that Bahraini merchants played a distinguished role in
building and developing the national economic movement. by extending
the bridges of their professional relations with their counterparts in other
countries, such as India. As a result, they learned from the experiences
of other more advanced peoples, which paved the way for upgrading
their performance, and opened before them new domains not available
in the local environment.

Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Bahrain belongs to the Arab world. Therefore, those who want to place the
history of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry in its objective
framework should have looked, albeit quickly, at the development of the
emergence of Arab Chambers of Commerce and Industry. The emergence
of the Arab Chambers of Commerce dates back to 1881, when the first
system of chambers of commerce was introduced during the Ottoman
rule of the Arab world. This was followed by esr(ll)]ls]lmg chambers in
the Arab world, including the Gulf countries.

In his book entitled “Bahrain Chamber nl Commerce and Industry and
the Future Challenges of GCC Chambers,” Mr. Khalid Mohammed Kanoo
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Through the content of that study, the reader discovers the professional
mentality that governed the behavior of the Chamber, thanks to the
professional and social background that the Bahraini merchant had,
which contributed to determining the parameters of the role entrusted
to the Chamber, and the objectives of its establishment.

The official establishment of the Chamber in 1939 was preceded by
previous attempts that were not successful. On January 12, 1930, a group
of Bahraini merchants requested the Advisor to Bahrain the government
Sir Charles Dalrymple Belgrave to establish a chamber of commerce
for the service of the country’s economy, but the request was rejected
on the grounds that the advisor defends Bahrain’s national interests,
its social development and its professional advancement under ruler’s
directives. The establishment of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in 1939 was a natural and logical response at the same time to
the political and social development that the Bahraini merchants had
at the time. It was also an advanced step compared to the foundation
dates of its counterparts in the Arab Gulf countries. Therefore, it is one
of the first pioneering chambers not only in the Arab Gulf region. but
in the Arab region as well.

The establishment of the Chamber was a qualitative leap on the road
to framing the role of Bahraini businessmen in the country’s economic
development process. In parallel, the establishment provided an
opportunity for the existence of a social entity capable of defending the
interests of its members.

A document kept in the Bahrain National Museum, dated January 31,

1928, refers to the laws of the Council named the Chamber of Commerce,
which was concerned with settling the commereial disputes.
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factories suspended their production in some European countries after
they were allocated to military production. The global economy started
recovering after many European countries began to produce again after
the end of the war, to dispense with the American goods.

As a result of the global recession, Bahrain, like the rest of the countries
in the region, was so badly affected that it focused mainly on overcoming
these repercussions. The deterioration of Bahrain’s economic position
during the third decade of the last century prompted an enlightened
group of Bahraini merchants to think about protecting the interests of
the commercial and industrial class in the country.

The unexpected qualitative economic leap took place in 1932. At that
time, Bahrain began producing oil in commercially feasible quantities.
Therefore, the country experienced positive and sudden changes that
were reflected in all its activities, including commerce, industry, finance
and banking.

Bahrain had a rich commercial experience derived from its extensive
commercial activities accumulated over decades, which helped it acquire
its distinguished strategic position as a commercial center. This, in turn,
allowed Bahraini people to master various types of local and foreign
trade, along with transit, export and re-export.

All these factors helped Bahrain provide its merchants and employers
active in its markets with a high professional repertoire, which made
them aware of the global (I(\( |opmuns that |)|(sl|0|nus commercial
communities have I\nm\ n, to organize the activities of those merchants,
including the need for an entity that brings merchants together.
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When evaluating the role and monitoring the course of the Chamber,
we should take into account that the Chamber was naturally affected,
whether directly or indirectly, by the prevailing conditions at each stage of
its dev: elopmenl since the E‘d[]\ beﬂununos of its establishment. These are
the political and economic conditions of the Arab Gulf re gion at the time.

This was natural, and even logical, because of the close interdependence
between Gulf societies on the one hand, and Bahrain’s strategic location
on the other hand.

This mutual influence still exists and is felt by those concerned with
Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry and its activities. Such
a reality does not detract from the prestige of the Chamber, nor does
it underestimate, in any way, its achievements over its eight-decade of

its history. On the contrary, this explains why the successive boards of

directors of the Chamber adhered to the pragmatic approach in defining
the framework of the Chamber to achieve its goals.

Like other Gulf countries, Bahrain’s economy before the discovery of

oil in 1932 depended on agriculture, fishing and pearling. Bahrain’s
pearls were considered among the rarest and most expensive in the
world. However, the Bahraini pearling was negatively affected by the
production of artificial pearls which had a negative impact on the fishing
professions. This led a lot of fishing and diving ships to suspend their
navigational activities.

The repercussions of the great global economic depression, which started
in 1929 in the United States of America, had severe impacts on the
Bahraini economy. They led to the instability of the global economic
situation, which resulted in adopting the policy of overproduction to
cover the needs of the global market during the First World War because
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Mr. Kanoo continues to describe the judiciary in the country at the time,
“The court named the Customary Council was established to consider
cases related to the diving profession. The members of that court were
appointed by the ruler of Bahrain at the time. All of the members were
pearl divers and merchants. The sentences of Council were based on the
customary law. We will briefly refer to these developments, given the
association of the diving profession with the pearling trade.”

Such developments and many others were pushing Bahrain to start
forming its judicial system. The first civil court in the country was
established in 1925. Mr. Kanoo described that court, “The sessions of
that court were held once a week to resolve the different issues, first
instance or appeals, including cases related to the market and disputes.
The decision to form the Customary Council was issued by the ruler of
Bahrain at the time, Sheikh Isa bin Ali Al-Khalifa. in agreement with H.
R. P. Dickson. the British Political Agent in Bahrain on January 22, 1920.
There were ten members in the Council. five of whom were appointed by
the ruler of Bahrain, namely Abdullah Hassan Al-Dosari, Abdul Rahman
Mohammad Al-Zayani, Youssef Abdul Rahman Fakhro, Abdul Aziz
Hassan Al-Qusaibi and Abdul Ali bin Rajab. The other five members
were appointed by H. R. P. Dickson, and they were representatives of the
foreign communities in Bahrain, namely Khan Sahib Mohammad Sharif
bin Haji Qutbuddin, Tekmdas Beit Kankaram, Buda Al Bunyan, Hafez
Khanihabi from Al-Bohra and Haji Abd Al-Nabi Ahmad Albu Shehri.
That council was the nucleus of establishing the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, as it is today. It is very necessary here to look at
the stages of deve |0pm(nt of the Chamber, from the snnpl( form to the
most complex, as a mathematical equation reflecting the direct proportion
between the developments of the Bahraini community on the one hand,
and the activities of its merchants on the other hand.
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The beginning was the establishment of such a professional framework in
1939. However, the idea of establishing the Chamber was not suddenly
accomplished at that time. It was preceded by many other steps before
the Chamber took its current shape, the aim of which was to protect
the interests of merchants, organize their work, and coordinate with the
competent government authorities to reach a compromise that guarantees
the development of the Bahraini market on the one hand, and enhances
the national economy on the other hand.

The development of those organizational structures that led to the
development of the Bahrain Chamber of Industry and Gommerce can be
monitored from their very early forms to their current position as follows:

The Customary Council

Documents of the Ministry of Justice and Islamic Affairs indicate that
the first regular court was formed in Bahrain in 1921. This court, as
stated by the member of the Chamber’s board of directors, Mr. Khalid
Mohammad Kanoo, "Formed the first nucleus for the development of the
judicial and administrative system in Bahrain. Before this court, there
were the Sharia Courts, the Customary Council, the Merchants Couneil,
and the British Agency Court, which were considered with considering
cases of non-Bahrainis residing in the country. They also considered cases
between Bahrainis and foreigners.”

In addition, the Sharia courts were concerned with supervising endowment
properties and managing properties of minors until independent
departments were established to manage endowments and properties
of minors.
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political, and even economic development, generated an urgent need to
establish an independent entity that would be more organized to represent

that was initially named “Bahrain Chamber of Commerce.” Some of the
Chamber’s meetings at that time were held in the homes of some of its
members, as the Chamber did not have premises of its own at the time.

The name “The Bahrain General Merchants Association” was a natural
response to the level of development that the Bahraini society had at the
time, on the one hand, and to the professional and mental formation of
the Bahraini merchant on the other hand. That was the Chamber’s first
historical name, as conditions at the time were favorable for thinking
of establishing a professional entity for regulating commercial relations
in the Bahraini market, including building channels of interaction with
state agencies, which were also very simple in that stage.

As the name indicates, the formation of that certain structure aimed
directly to assume the responsibility of uniting the representatives of
the commercial sector, and defending their common rights. This took
place on July 26, 1939 and continued till March 25, 1951, when the
government officially recognized the establishment of the Chamber of
Commerce instead of the “The Bahrain General Merchants Association”.

The discovery of oil, the rush of Bahrainis to work for Bapco, and the
rise in problems requiring a body to address the same, were among
the factors that contributed to accelerating the steps for establishing
this Chamber which took on the responsibility to solve the problems
arising at the time, including those caused by foreigners buying goods
from Bahraini merchants, and then leaving the country without paying
amounts due to the merchants.
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Merchants Council

On January 11, 1928, the Customary Council held a meeting in which
its name was changed to the Bahrain Chamber of Merchants. It was
not a chamber in the conventional sense, but it rather had the same
authorities as the Customary Council. The name was changed again to
the Commerce Council (Reference: Belgrave notes 1957-1926).

Since there was an urgent need. due to the rapid changes in the commercial
life in Bahrain, to develop the work of the Customary Council, it was
accordingly named the Commerce Council to examine commercial
disputes between merchants.

Diving Council

This council was formed to consider the diving issues, and the problems
that arise from the relationships between those working in that industry.
The members of that Council were merchants, as they were the group
most involved in these issues, including the relationship with ship captains
and those working in the diving industry. It was formed during the reign
of the ruler of Bahrain, at the time, Sheikh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
may God have mercy on him.

The tasks of these councils were limited to uncomplicated issues, as the
state at the time was efficiently conducting the country’s affairs. However,
the development of relations within the market, and the development of
those relations with the competent authorities, required the formation of
a more sophisticated entity, able to perform its tasks in a better manner
and more professionally.

The Bahrain General Merchants Association
The discovery of oil, which took place at an early stage in Bahrain’s social,
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would have a positive impact on the association, provide correspondence
papers, records and seals and increase the financial resources of the
association, which was an objective of a particular importance.

Since its inception, the association has focused on insolvency cases of
merchants due to not receiving their due amounts from customers. Later,
the issue of settling commercial disputes became a priority. Therefore. a
sub-committee concerned with this task was formed.

The association focused on proposals related to the development of
business, such as determining the opening times of shops, and demanding
reducing government fees.

The association enacted a special law for the profession of brokerage in
February 1950. The law was drafted by a committee consisting of M/s.
Abdel Aziz Al -Ali Al-Bassam, Youssef Akbar Ali Reda, Ahmed Youssef
Fakhro, Mohammad Al-Hamad Al-Qadi, Abdullah Al -Hamad Al-Zamil

and Mohammad Youssef.

This stage can be classified as the first early stage in the history of the
establishment of the Chamber. The second stage of the development of
the Chamber is that in which the Chamber has begun to work persistently
to obtain a legal character. It is evident that it was seeking to obtain the
recognition of official authorities to regard it as the legal i‘cprcscmaﬁvc
of Bahrain merchants.

At the time, the Bahraini merchant had to work tirelessly and diligently
while being ready to make some irreplaceable concessions to obtain the
official recognition from the government of the institution representing
him. Planning to obtain this very important recognition began when "The
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The Chamber’s assumption of this role, which at the time was crucial
when compared to the power the international oil companies had. should
not be underestimated. Those companies were supported by the colonial
authorities as the former were defending the interests of the latter.

On July 26, 1939, a meeting was held with the participation of several
merchants who represented the “Administrative Committee”, which
served as a board of directors, headed by Mr. Ashral Mohammadi. who
was elected as the head of that association, Mr. Abdullah Mustafa as
Secretary, Mr. Mohammad Abdullah Sadeq as Treasurer and M/s. S.
M. Afimi Waala, Mohammad Ali Yateem and Prachutam as members.

In the first meeting of the association, the meeting addressed drafting
a law (statue) to organize the work of the association. The statue was
approved at the association’s administrative meeting on August 7, 1939
and it was submitted to the Bahrain government and to the British
Political Agent for approval on August 24, 1939.

The articles of association were in English and all meeting minutes were
I'l ticles of t Englis! 1 all ting t

also written in English. This was logical, given that a high percentage
of the council members could not speak or read Arabic fluently. This
continued until September 19, 1949 when the minutes began to be
written in Arabic.

In general. the activities of the association at that time centered around
secking to consolidate the bonds of cooperation between members, creating
more fraternal and social relations between members, emphasizing the
importance of exchanging information and benefits between members of
the association, and trying to attract more members to the association. In
addition, the association sought to create administrative organizations that
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Bahrain General Merchants Association" (Chamber) held its general
assembly, which elected a new board of directors on January 30, 1951.
This stage extended until 1968.

There are many details of this long journey that took more than a decade,
which we will not focus on here. It is important here to note that the
Chamber succeeded in creating bridges of cooperation and building
channels of understanding and coordination between the commercial
sector and state institutions.

Strange though it may seem, the facts at the time assert that achieving
this goal was very important and complex, alike. The British Advisor at
the time, Charles Belgrave, was aware, by virtue of his experience, that
the establishment of the Chamber can carry with it many challenges
in this stage.

It is worthy to note here that the formation of the first administrative
body which was like a board of directors of the Chamber after the
government recognized it (on May 31, 1951) can be considered the
starting point at this stage. It resulted in the election of Mr. Abdul Rahman
Hassan Al-Qusaibi as President, Mr. Mohammad Hassan Al-Hassan as
Secretary, Sheikh Ishaq Abdul Rahman Al-Khan as treasurer and M/s.
Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo, Hussein Ali Yateem, Rashid Abdul Rahman Al
-Zayani, Ashral Mohammadi, Youssef Ali Akbar Reda and J. A. Kalfar,
Kakumal Philpadas as members.

It is worthy to mention that one of the minutes of the meetings of the
administrative body included a proposal made by the late Mr. Abdul
Rahman Al-Qusaibi to change the name from “the Bahrain General
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This impacted the Bahraini society, as it led to the emergence of the
middle class, the components of which were positively affected by the
age of oil. This was evident in the demand of the children of that class
for study, whether inside Bahrain or abroad.

In 1934, oil revenues amounted to about 379 thousand rupees, and then
jumped to 3.28 million rupees in 1948 and 0.25 million rupees in 1949
and 10.26 million rupees in 1950.

The effects of oil were not confined to Bahrain, as the oil industry
and export required openness to the outside world, which would open
more channels of interaction between the Bahraini markets and their
international counterparts and enhance the presence of international
trade exchange consisting of import and export.

This, in turn, strengthened the position of the Bahraini market, so it was
necessary for the private sector to develop its civil institutions that would
legalize the relationships this growth needed, which was not surprising,
but quantitative in size and qualitative in components.

Such economic developments were among the direct reasons that
encouraged and may even help merchants in Bahrain to think about
developing the structures of the Chamber. This coincided with the
establishment of the Union of Arab Chambers in 1951.

The relationship between the Chamber and its community of merchants
was fostered by the decision issued by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
providing for not accepting any goods coming from Bahrain through
Al-Khobar port, unless they have certificates approved by the Bahrain
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. This decision encouraged many
merchants to accede to the Chamber and, therefore, expanded the scope
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Merchants Association” to “Chamber of Commerce”. This took place
in the meeting of the General Assembly held on March 21, 1946. The
proposal was postponed as some of the members did not know about the
concept of the Chamber at the time. However, some merchants added
the phrase “a member of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce” in English
in their official papers.

The Bahraini merchant had to wait until March 25, 1951 to obtain
the approval of registering the association with the government. The
government of Bahrain called for holding a meeting, which was attended
by the members of the Chamber’s board of directors. and other members of
the Chamber in the presence of the Advisor to the Government of Bahrain,
Sir Charles Dalrymple Belgrave. This meeting took place in the second
floor of the Chamber’s premises in Bab Al Bahrain. At that meeting, the
advisor announced that the government agreed to establish the Chamber
of Commerce on Sha’ban 14, 1369 AH corresponding to May 31, 1951.

We have to pause here to explain this shift that led to the change of the
name, from the “The Bahrain General Merchants Association” to “The
Bahrain Chamber of Commerce”. This did not happen arbitrarily, as it
was compatible with many political and economic transformations at
the local and international levels. There are differences in the meaning
of the name in Arabic, so it is worth noting that the English name was
“The Bahrain General Merchants Association”.

The decline in the pearling and diving on the one hand, and the rush
of a significant percentage of citizens towards working in the Bahrain
Petroleum Company (Bapco), after the start of producing oil in commercial
quantities was the factors that contributed to raising the professional
awareness of the Bahraini merchants.
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This is reflected in topics that were raised for discussion in the meetings of
the executive management and the Chamber’s board of directors. The most
important topics that the board of directors discussed included seeking
to consolidate fraternal and social relations between the members of the
Chamber, attracting more members, paying attention to establishing the
Chamber’s structural or ganization, discussing and addressing 111501\ ency
cases for some merchants, settlement of disputes between merchants,
conducting studies to develop work in the Chamber, and introducing a
system for the profession of brokerage”.

The first stage. with its transformations and challenges, was difficult at

the becrmmnor However, it helped to establish advanc ed work values,
which stdrl,ed inside the Chamber, and formed a historical heuldge
that benefited the generations that held administrative positions, in
later stages. These experiments helped these generations acquire a rich
experience that was used to encounter the difficulties the Chamber had
throughout its history. before reaching the extinguished performance of
the successive boards of directors to date.

We conclude here by referring to an incident from the study referred to
above. Mr. Qasim Ahmed Fakhru stated, “At the meeting in which the
Chamber’s statute was approv ed, one of the members sutmesled allocating
a salary for the secretary in return for his services. Mr. \|¢)|1(mml(1d I |dﬁ%(l]l
Al-Hassan replied, “The members should not be enc ouraged to obtain
benefits from the Chamber of Commerce. as work in it is pur el\ v olunldr\
and national work not secking any p(n(m(l] subjective bene fits ..

This story, simple though it is, clearly indicates the Bahraini merchant’s
insistence on devoting certain values when practicing his activities in
civil society institutions, which Bahrain is famous for. Such institutions
practice their work highly professionally, while adhering to the highest
levels of internationally approved transparency.
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of its presence, increased its activities, and strengthened the importance
of the role it was playing in organizing the mechanisms of the then-
emerging Bahraini market.

The work of the first session of this stage in the Chamber’s history began in
1951. The meeting held on August 6, 1951 was attended by 28 merchants.
The first board of directors of the Chamber of Commerce was elected.
It consisted of Mr. Abdul Rahman Hassan Al-Qusaibi as a President,
Mr. Mohammad Hassan Al-Hassan as a secretary, and M/s. Isaac Abdul
Rahman Al-Khan, Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo, IHussein Ali Yateem, Youssef
Akbar Ali Reda, Rashid Abdul Rahman Al-Zayani, Ashraf Mohammadi,

Mr., Kakumal Philpadas and Guller Jalfar as members.

The board held a successive series of meetings in which many of the issues
of concern to merchants were discussed, the most important of which
were the demand to reduce the fees for unloading goods in the port and
the tariffs on phone calls, in particular the international ones and the
issue of the damaged rice and other important matters.

Special emphasis was given to encouraging the purchase of local goods
instead of importing the same from foreign markets.

Issues discussed with the state included the high rents imposed on the
shops, which constituted a main concern to the Chamber., because it
would affect the commercial activity. Therefore, the Chamber asked the
government to interfere in this affair.

That increasing concentration by the boards of directors of the Chamber
on the concerns of merchants and defending their interests enhanced
the Chamber’s presence in the financial and business community,
which was reflected directly and I)()HlTl\ ely in acceding to the Chambel‘
which witnessed a remarkable growth in the number of members of the
merchants, and their participation in its activities as well as attending
the periodic meetings it held.
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Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem

Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem was the second to preside "The Bahrain General
Merchants Association" for four terms; from December 7, 1941, to
December 4, 1943, from January 28, 1945, to January 27, 1947, from
February 10, 1948 to January 29, 1951 and from January 25, 1961 to
January 17, 1963.

The most prominent achievements of Mr. Hussein include the formation
of a sub-committee of the administrative committee to settle commercial
disputes between merchants, in addition to increasing the number of
members of the administrative committee from 5 to 10 members. The
Association also succeeded, at that time in abolishing the government’s
control over the imports of merchants. During this period, Mr. Abdul
Rahman Ibrahim Ashir was appointed as the first Bahraini clerk of the
Association.

Hajj Abdul Rahman Hassan Al-Qusaibi
Hajj Abdul Rahman Hassan Al -Qusaibi presided “The Bahrain General

Merchants Association” from January 30, 1951 to October 27, 1956.

During AlQusaibi’s term of office, the name of the Association was changed
to "The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce” and a special system was
introduced for the profession of brokerage including fees and ethics
of the profession. The procedures facilitating exports, specifically to
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, were fully put into force. the law of the
Chamber of Commerce was amended, after a study that was mainly based
on the laws of the chambers of commerce in London, New York, Cairo,
and Pompei. The number of Chamber affiliates increased remarkably, as
a direct consequence of the decision of the government of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia that provided for not accc]ﬁing any goods cntcl"irig the
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These civil societies have served as a very important safety valve. This
is evident in the positions of the civil society institutions towards the
referendum on the future of Bahrain in the early 1970s.

During this period extending from the date of inception until the beginning
of the 1960s, the position of the chairman of the association or the
Chamber was held by four presidents, namely M/s. Ashraf Ahmadi,
Hussein Ali Yateem, Hajj Abdul Rahman Hassan Al-Qusaibi and Hajj
Akbar Youssef Ali Reda respectively. The term of office of each of them
was distinguished from the others, due to the different surrounding
circumstances on the one hand, and the personal experience of each of
them in the field of social work on the other hand.

Mr. Ashraf Ahmadi

Mr. Ashraf Ahmadi was the first to preside “The Bahrain General
Merchants Association” from July 26, 1939, until December 60, 1941,
then from December 5, 1943, until January 27, 1945, and then from
January 28, 1947 to February 1948.

M. Ahmadi established the values and concepts of the first official nucleus,
later known as the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry. During
his presidency, the statute of the association was approved, the shops
were closed on Fridays, and the Chamber had its premises located on
the Merchants’ Street in the center of Manama, which was donated by
Hajj Mustafa bin Abdul Latif. The process of selecting the members of
the association’s administrative committee was conducted at the time
through direct elections, due to the small number of the members of
the association not exceeding 27. The association’s board of directors
consisted of only 5 members.
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port of Al-Khobar unless their documents are approved by the Bahrain

Chamber of Commerce.

During this period, the Chamber called for reducing the fees for unloading
s in the port and the tariffs on phone calls. The Chamber urged
ate to purchase its needs from the local market. The Chamber has
officially acceded to the Union Arab Chambers.

Hajj Youssef Akbar Ali Reda

Hajj Youssef took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce on October 28, 1956 until January 24, 1961, then from
January 18, 1963 till he resigned at the General Assembly held in 1963.

During his term of office, the project of establishing the National Bank of
Bahrain as the first national bank was discussed. The first administrative
director of the Chamber, Ezzedine Al Raes was appointed. During
this period, the Chamber published its own periodic journal entitled
“The Gommercial Life” in both Arabic and English. Several decisions
were approved, the most prominent of which are approving the first
unified system of promotions, amending the subscription fees of the
Chamber’s membership, increasing the number of members of the board
of directors to 12, forming a committee for complaints and arbitration
in commercial disputes, issuing the first report that reviewed ways to
address the economic recession that Bahrain witnessed at the time,
discussing the establishment of a private meat import company, the
establishment of the Gulf Hotel, and the establishment of Bahrain Ship
Repairing and Engineering Company. The Chamber also participated

in examining Bahrain Labor Law and demanded that there should be
a system of commercial registry, in force in all countries of the world.

Achievements of the Start-up Phase

The Chamber succeeded, throughout more than three decades of its
inception, in making a lot of achievements, the most prominent of which
are the following:

1. The Chamber has established itself as a civil society institution
mainly concerned with addressing economic and commercial issues,
particularly those touching on the interests of the Bahraini commercial
sector, and defending these interests within the framework of the
laws and regulations in force in Bahrain.

1o

It has made many qualitative gains that contributed to the
advancement of the performance of Bahraini merchants within the
framework of the economic policies and plans formulated by the
state.

3. Ithasinteracted positively with projects that would raise the level of
performance of Bahraini merchants and enhance their contribution
to the national economy.

4. It has opened channels of cooperation with its counterparts in the
Gulf and Arab Chambers to upgrade the forms of coordination and
collaboration at the Gulf level in particular and the Arab one in
general.

5. It combined, with distinguished objectivity and noticeable balance,
between its specific professional role and the general national duties.
The outcomes of this were tangible at all levels, the most prominent
of which were its position on issues such as independence of Bahrain
as an Arab country and support of the Palestinian cause.
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Those who examine the history of the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry at this stage 1960-1980 must pause at
that extensive report in which the Bahraini historian Bashar
Al-Hadi states “On February 10, 1959, the Chamber’s general
assembly was held in the presence of 159 members of the
total number of members amounting to 285 members at the
time. The honorary chairman of the Board of Directors gave a
speech in which he emphasized that the Chamber began a new
phase towards the economic renaissance and caring for the
country’s public interest. The report prepared in this regard
indicated that the commercial markets have gained a kind of
confidence and stability after the bankruptcy incidents that
occurred during the past period, which had negative impacts
on the commercial activity in the country. In this meeting,
a new board of directors was elected. Mr. Youssef Ali Akbar
Reda was elected as a chairman, Mr. Ali Abdel -Rahman
Al-Wazzan was elected as a secretariat, Mr. Abdullah Ali
Al-Dawi was elected as a treasurer, and M/s. Danmed Asrdas,
Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo, Ibrahim Hassan Kamal, Rashid Abdul
Rahman Al-Zayani, Sadiq Mohammad Al-Bahrna, Ali Youssef
Fakhro and Hassan Haider Darwish as members.”

Perhaps the most prominent point revealed in Mr. Al-Hadi’s report is
that there was quantitative growth in the Chamber, which was evident
in the noticeable increase in the number of members present compared
to what was previously referred to in the start-up phase (1939-1960).
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majority of the people of Bahrain wish to gain recognition of their identity
in a fully independent and sovereign State free to decide for itself its
relations with other States.”

Accordingly, the United Nations Security Council unanimously issued
Resolution No. (278) on May 11, 1970, according to which Iran’s baseless
claims over Bahrain were contested. In August 1971 Bahrain was declared
a State independent of British protection.

The Chamber was one of the civil society institutions that contributed to
contesting these claims. As a result of Bahrain’s accession to the United
Nations in 1971 and ending the British protection over Bahrain, the
Chamber began to restore its internal structures and rearrange its
priorities to get ready for that qualitative change in the core of the
Bahraini political system.

At the Arab regional level, the most important change the Chamber
experienced was the consequences of the Lebanese civil war that broke out
in Lebanon and led to the collapse of the Lebanese financial system. As a
result, banks and financial institutions there were looking for an alternative
financial center. This was accompanied by the unprecedented boom in
oil prices and liquidity. Manama was the most suitable Arab capital to
respond to that need. Therefore, Bahrain became the financial center for
the (offshore) banking units first, and for Islamic banks at a later stage.

This affected the reality of the commercial movement, and the Chamber
rushed to play its role related to preparing the Bahraini merchant to

exercise his role in harmony with these transformations.

Those who examine the Bahraini parliamentary experience in 1975 and
the percentage of merchants who were elected to the parliament of that
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This description also included a clear indication of the changes in the role
of the Chamber that was positively interacting with the transformations
the Bahraini market began to witness. This was a natural reflection of
the growth in the direction of the Bahraini society, at the heart of which
is the financial and business sector. On the other hand, the Chamber
focused on the professional part of its goals, which is the necessity of
paying attention to the conditions of the Bahraini market and trying to
address the most prominent problems it faces, which may have been the
most complicated at that phase.

In parallel, there is a group of articulated stations that affected the
contemporary history of Bahrain at that stage. The Chamber could
quickly respond to the repercussions of those stations to serve the national
economy in the first place, and the conditions accompanying them in the
second place. Some of these stations were the outcome of local causes,
while others were impacts of Arab, regional, and international issues.

The forms of these events diversified. Some of them were purely political
while others were the outcome of economic factors. The rest were a
combination of the economic and political categories. At the local level,
the false Iranian claims were refuted in 1970, and Bahrain obtained its
independence in 1971.

As indicated in some resources, the false Iranian claims have not stopped
since the mid-nineteenth century.

However, by 1970, under the auspices of the United Nations, the poll
on Bahrain’s accession to the United Nations in 1971 and the end of the
British protection over Bahrain was conducted in 1970. The conclusions
and findings of the report announced by the Personal Representative of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations revealed that “the overwhelming
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Mr. Ali Abdul Rahman Al-Wazzan

Mr. Al-Wazzan took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry from February 19. 1968 to December 1971.
During his term of office, the name of the Chamber was changed by
adding the word industry to become “The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry”. This took place on November 13, 1967 as referred to in the
book of Mr. Khalid Kanoo (pp. 39 and 54). This led to the formation of a
committee to redraft the Chamber’s law. For the first time in the history
of the Chamber, the membership of the Board of Directors was confined
to members that are Bahraini by birth. All members of the Board of
Directors were directly elected, and a management body was formed from
the Board of Directors to supervise financial and administrative affairs.

During this period, the Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait was established at
the initiative of the Bahrain and Kuwait Chambers and the Bahrain Flour
Mills Company and Bahrain Insurance Company were also established.
The Chamber also proposed the establishment of a national company to
import cement. The Chamber acceded to the International Chamber of
Commerce. It also hosted the conference of the Arab Gulf Chambers for
the first time in April 1969. During this conference, Bahrain was chosen
as the headquarters of the Union of Arab Gulf Chambers.

One of the most prominent initiatives of the Chamber at the time was
the demand for the establishment of a higher council for tourism, which
took place in the term of office of Mr. Al-Wazzan.

Haj Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Kanoo took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry from December 14, 1971 to April 21, 1974. During his
term of office, the Chamber presented to the government a proposal to
draft a contemporary commercial law to prevent any foreign company
from practicing its activity without a bank guarantee from one of the
approved banks and a Bahraini partner. During that period, the Chamber
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period can find out that the influence of Bahraini merchants, backed by
the Chamber, is evident in that rich experience of the Bahraini political
work. A group of Bahrain's merchants, including the late Jassim Murad,
Rasoul Al-Jishi and other merchants were elected to the parliament. In
addition, the Chairman of the Shura Council for more than one term
was the merchant Ali Saleh Al-Saleh. The winning merchants formed
a parliamentary coalition with representatives of political currents at
the time. The “People’s Bloe” was formed at the time with merchants
forming a high percentage of its members.

Hajj Youssef Akbar Ali Reda
The contributions and achievements of Hajj Yusef Akbar Ali Reda have
been indicated in the first chapter.

Mr. Ahmed Youssef Fakhro

M. Fakhro took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
during the period extending from June 27, 1963 to February 18, 1968.
Their most prominent achievements during his term of office include
studying the establishment of a national insurance company and
proposing amendments to commercial laws and regulations in Bahrain.
The proposal of establishing a national insurance company reflected
the Chamber’s keenness to play an essential role in establishing more
joint-stock companies with carefully chosen activities to exercise their
distinguished role in structuring the market in a contemporary manner
so that the activities of these qualitative companies can cope with the
developments the market witnessed after the discovery of oil and exporting
it to the global markets, most of which were European markets that were
in a dire need for that vital substance, whether to meet their industrial
expansions, or to manage their military institutions. During this period,
Mr. Khalifa Abdul Rahman Al-Zayani was the first Bahraini citizen to
be appointed as director of the Chamber.
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contributed to the establishment of the National Company for Import
and Export. In addition, the Chamber was the first in the Arab Gulf
region to offer scholarships.

Mr. Mohamed Youssef Jalal

Mr. Jalal took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry on April 22, 1974, for five consecutive terms until April 20,
1985. During his term of office. independent premises for the Chamber
was established in the old Manama Souq, which was inaugurated by the
late Prince Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, may God have mercy on him, on
April 5. 1980. The Chamber also participated in the establishment of the
Federation of Gulf Cooperation Council Chambers in 1979.The Chamber
also succeeded in strengthening its presence in the local, regional, and
international forums.

Mr. Qasim Ahmed Fakhro
Mr. Fakhro took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry from April 21, 1985 dll June 15, 1989.

He inaugurated his term of office by extending the Chamber term from
two to four years. He made radical changes in the statute of the Chamber,
including increasing the number of members of the Board of Directors
to 18. He developed tangible initiatives, including contributing to the
establishment of the Bahrain Stock Exchange Market.

Global and Economic Changes and their Impact on Bahrain

When we examine these stages, and the accompanying developments that
affected the essence of the composition of the Chamber and its activities,
we should note that the 1950s provided extensive opportunities for the
Chamber to exercise its role in developing the national economy, along
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charges otherwise the Chamber will establish a national communications
company. Later, a compromise was reached between the Chamber, the
government, and the communications company.

In Parallel, specifically in 1955, the Chamber’s Board of Directors
discussed the idea of establishing the first local bank. The Bank of Bahrain
was established in 1957 in collaboration with the government. The name
of the bank was later changed to the National Bank of Bahrain.

To upgrade the performance of the private capital in the national economy,
the Chamber launched the idea of establishing a modern hotel in Bahrain
in 1961. The Board of Directors decided to form a committee including
M/s. Hussein Ali Yateem, Ali Abdul Rahman Al-Wazzan, Rashid Abdul
Rahman Al-Zayani, Ibrahim Hassan Kamal, and Mohammad Ishaq to
prepare the study. On March 17, the study was discussed in the Chamber
which addressed the government for approval. which was obtained in

July 1963,

Based on its Arab national duty, the Chamber did not hesitate, through
its membership in the Union of Arab Chambers, to adopt the issue of Lhe
Arab boycott of Israeli goods. The Board of Directors instructed Mr. Rashid
Abdel Rahman Al Za\ ani to contact the Advisor to the government of
Bahrain at the time, Charles Belgrave, regarding boycott of the Zionist
entity. The Bahraini government ddopt( d that lde and established the
boycott office of the customs and ports department. The head of the office
and the boycott officer (Secretary of the Chamber’s Board of Directors)
was Mr. Ali Abdul Rahman Al-Wazzan, who became head of the office
until he died in 1971.
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with the increase in percentage of the private sector’s contribution to
it. At that stage, the global war had come to an end, and the features
of the modern Bahraini economy, depending increasingly on oil and
marginalizing other production sectors such as agriculture and diving
began to take their semi-final frameworks, towards establishing a
modern economy. As a result, the Bahrain Petroleum Company (Bapco)
contributed with the highest share in the national income. This was
accompanied by citizens’ increasing demand for jobs generated by the
oil production and refining industry.

At the time, the Chamber turned toward Bapco, and began to coordinate
with it to ensure that more Bahraini manpower would get involved in
the oil industry. In parallel, the Chamber began preparing a study to
establish a Bahraini joint stock company to bmld a large fridge to store
perishable foods. To ensure the success of the company, the Chambcr
called the government sector and a shortlist of foreign companies to
share in its ownership. This was a step to allow local capital to compete
in the import market.

The Chamber also realized, at that early stage of its history, the importance
of the Arab dimension. At the end of the 1950s, based on the Chamber’s

keenness on strengthening its professional role, it acceded the Union of
Arab Chambers in 1953.

In the same period, Bahrain telecommunications company “Cable
& Wireless™ began expanding the various services it provided and
monopolized at the same time. This was accompanied by rises in the
prices of these services. The Chamber demanded the company, in the first
confrontation between the two parties in January 1955, to reduce service
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The period Extending from 1960 to the mid-1970s witnessed qualitative
transformations that profoundly the affected structures of the national
economy aimed at improving its performance to keep pace with these
developments, particularly in the services and banking sectors.

This required intensifying communication between the Chamber and the
government, which was then headed by the Prime Minister His Highness
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, may God have mercy on him, who
previously held the positions of the head of the Administrative Council and
head of the Financial Department. The communication channels between
His Excellency and the Chamber’s Board of Directors were smooth and
productive at the same time. This led to taking quick measures related
to developments of the Bahraini market, the most important of which
was facilitating the procedures for a request submitted by the Youssef bin
Ahmed Kanoo Company on February 28, 1962, to establish the Bahrain
Ship Repairing and Engineering Company, which was approved by the
board and members were asked to share in it.

Such requests led to the need to establish Bahrain-based insurance
companies. The Chamber’s Board of Directors received the first requests
for establishing such companies in October 1968 in a letter received from
the National Insurance Company in Baghdad, proposing the establishment
of a Bahraini insurance company in partnership with the insurance
sector in Bahrain.

On February 21, 1970 and based on a decision made by the Board of
Directors, the Chamber officially addressed the government to approve
the establishment of the Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait. The request
was approved, and this bank has become one of the five largest banks
operating today in Bahrain.
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In 1964, the chairman and members of the Chamber’s Board of Directors
held a meeting with the President of Bahrain Petroleum Company.
The meeting witnessed intense debates when discussing the expected
role of Bapco in supporting the national economy, the need to increase
the company’s purchases from the local market, and the importance
of employing and training citizens and sending them to study abroad
so that they can hold leadership positions in the management of the
company. On this occasion, the Chamber’s Board of Directors issued
a public statement declaring the details of that meeting, which had a
positive impact on the public opinion in Bahrain.

While the Bahrain community was witnessing the early stages of
modernity, the Chamber had to introduce some internal administrative
reforms related to the Chamber and its organizational structures. The
first step was increasing the number of members of the Board of Directors
from 10 to 12, and the election of two members other than those of the
Board of Directors for internal audits (auditors). This step was the first
of the Bahraini private sector towards the application of a certain type
of corporate governance before it became a compulsory requirement
according to the Bahrain Corporate Governance Code, issued in 2010.

As a consequence of the successive changes in the commercial environment
in Bahrain, the Chamber initiated to form a committee to draft a new
law for the Chamber on March 7, 1967, including M/s. Ibrahim Hassan
Kamal, Qasim Ahmed Fakhro, and Tuqgi Mohammad Al-Baharna. The
extraordinary general assembly of the Chamber approved the new law
in its meeting held on November 12, 1967. The name of the Chamber
was also changed from the "Bahrain Chamber of Commerce" to the
"Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry”.
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This led to the wave of establishing local and international banks in
Bahraini as well as those operating under the laws of the “external
units”, known as “offshore”, in conventional and Islamic forms. This
was followed by great developments in the financial and banking sector
in Bahrain, which made it necessary for the Chamber to cooperate with
the Bahrain Monetary Agency to provide the appropriate environment
for these banks to enable them to practice their activities in Bahrain in
a financial competitive manner.

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry, during those two
decades between 1960-1980, could achieve the following:

1.

It was able to interact flexibly and positively with the impacts of
the independence of Bahrain, and the gap caused by the British
withdrawal from the Arab Gulf region, which was also accompanied
by political changes in Iran. The Chamber could interact with the
transformations that the state has created including institutions,
policies, and systems, some of which were quick with rapid and
successive qualitative shifts. This served as an essential element
of providing the stable environment sought by the economic
development projects in which any strong banking-based economy
needs to function.

The Chamber contributed, through encouraging financial and banking
projects, directly or indirectly, during the 1970s, to strengthen the
position of Bahrain as a financial center that provides financial
advantages for the external units (Offshore Banking Units). This was
an advanced step when placed in its appropriate historical framework.
This was fostered by building a system that allows banks operating
in accordance with the Islamic Sharia to work.
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During the period between 1980-2001, the Chamber’s Board
was chaired by a group of Bahraini businessmen who made a
set of distinguished achievements. They are as follows:

1. Mr. Ali Abdul Rahman Al-Wazzan

Mr. Al-Wazzan took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry from February 19, 1968 to December 1971.
During his term of office, the name of the Chamber was changed by
adding the word industry to become “The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry™. This took place on November 13, 1967 as referred to in the
book of Mr. Khalid Kanoo (pp. 39 and 54). This led to the formation of a
committee to redraft the Chamber’s law. For the first time in the history
of the Chamber, the membership of the Board of Directors was confined
to members that are Bahraini by birth. All members of the Board of
Directors were directly elected, and a management body was formed from
the Board of Directors to supervise financial and administrative affairs.

During this period, the Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait was established at
the initiative of the Bahrain and Kuwait Chambers and the Bahrain Flour
Mills Company and Bahrain Insurance Company were also established.
The Chamber also proposed the establishment of a national company to
import cement. The Chamber acceded to the International Chamber of
Commerce. It also hosted the conference of the Arab Gulf Chambers for
the first time in April 1969. During this conference, Bahrain was chosen
as the headquarters of the Union of Arab Gulf Chambers.

2. Haj Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Kanoo took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry from December 14, 1971 to April 21, 1974. During his
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5. Ali bin Youssef Fakhro

Mr. Fakhro took over the Presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry from June 14, 1989 until 2001. He is considered
one of the distinguished presidents. In his term of office, which spanned
over three consecutive terms, the GCC Commercial Arbitration Center
was established, and the statute of the Chamber was amended. The
Chamber submitted a request to the government to enact an Emiri decree
regulating the work of the Chamber. Some provisions of the Trade Law
of 1987 were also amended. The Labor Law of the private sector was
amended. The sectoral committees of the Chamber were formed. Local
and international economic events were held, including the exhibition of
“Made in Bahrain”. The Commercial Agencies Law was amended. The
project to establish new premises for the Chamber was discussed. During
his presidency, the Golden Jubilee in 1989 and the 60th anniversary of
the Chamber were celebrated.

The Last Decade of the 20th Century

In 1989, while the Chamber was engaged in preparing to celebrate its
golden jubilee, it succeeded in establishing itself as the unique institution
defending the interests of the Bahraini business community through a
set of achievements, the most important of which was searching for
practical solutions to address the problem of debts and the growing
number of bankruptey cases. Logical solutions have been developed to
address the spread of the phenomenon of the bounced checks and the
At that time, the Chamber
began conducting a study to enact an inductive code for the commercial
agencies. Also, the relationship with the Ministry of Trade and Industry
was regulated through continuous periodic meetings to expand the
membership of companies in the Chamber.

increasing commercial registers for foreigners
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term of office, the Chamber presented to the government a proposal to
draft a contemporary commercial law to prevent any foreign company
from practicing its activity without a bank guarantee from one of the
approved banks and a Bahraini partner. During that period, the Chamber
contributed to the establishment of the National Company for Import
and Export. In addition, the Chamber was the first in the Arab Gulf
region to offer scholarships.

3. Mr. Mohamed Youssef Jalal

Mr. Jalal took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry on April 22, 1974, for five consecutive terms until April 20,
1985. During his term of office, an independent premise for the Chamber
was established in the old Manama Souq, which was inaugurated by the
late Prince Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, may God have mercy on him, on
April 5, 1980. The Chamber also participated in the establishment of the
Federation of Gulf Cooperation Council Chambers in 1979. The Chamber
also succeeded in strengthening its presence in the local, regional, and
international forums.

4. Mr. Qasim Ahmed Fakhro
Mr. Fakhro took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry from April 21, 1985 till June 15, 1989.

He inaugurated his term of office by extending the Chamber term from
two to four years. He made radical changes in the statute of the Chamber,
including increasing the number of members of the Board of Directors
to 18. He developed tangible initiatives, including contributing to the
establishment of the Bahrain Stock Exchange Market.
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The most prominent of these events can be briefed, without limiting
them to a time sequence or the categories mentioned above as follows:

1. The growing banking movement, which was generated by the boom
of oil revenues on the one hand, and the flow of funds which led to
the maturity and stability of the Bahraini markets which succeeded
in attracting them from the other competitive markets such as the
Lebanese market, which was suffering from the scourge of the civil
war that broke out at the end of the first half of the 1970s. This
was due to the security and stability of the Bahraini market which
made full use of an integrated legislative system that provided the
regional and international funds with the financial stability they
were looking for.

2. Addressing the repercussions of the crisis of counterfeiting Bahraini
currency of the twenty-dinar category that accelerated in the second
half of the 1990s. This was carried out by one of the international
mafias that did not limit its operations to the financial side, but also
linked it with the political conflicts Bahrain was almost one of its
victims. However, the Chamber’s rapid response to the state’s calls
provided the latter with its needs to contain such repercussions and
enhance the effectiveness of the state’s procedures based on a mature
policy to address the crisis. The sincere efforts made by the State
and the Chamber provided the Bahraini market with the sources of
power it was in dire need of to maintain the State’s independence
and provide components of integrity of the national economy.

3. Confronting, at an early stage, the profound negative repercussions
generated by the Kuwait invasion erisis in the early 1990s. and the

next liberation war and the American invasion of Iraq. The response of
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During that period, the Chamber devoted its efforts to cooperate with the
relevant authorities to develop successful solutions to the high interest
rates and mortgages. The Chamber examined thoroughly the programs
for supporting the national industries, revitalizing the contracting sector,
encouraging the establishment of joint stock companies, and confronting
the phenomenon of fraud, which started to overwhelm the Bahraini
market at the time.

In parallel, the Chamber intensified its efforts to enhance the policy of
independence and self-reliance, by increasing its financial resources and
developing the industrial sector. Similarly, the Chamber exerted tireless
efforts to contribute to strengthening business and encouraging creative
initiatives that contribute to diversifying the national economy to reduce
the share of oil revenues in it.

The Chamber also started its first steps towards establishing medium,
small. and even micro companies. This resulted in the emergence of the
projects of the ambitious young Bahraini entrepreneurs. In the midst of
all of this, the Chamber continued its participation in commercial and
industrial life by holding economic seminars, taking part in the meetings
of the Council of the Federation of GCC Chambers, organizing “Made in
Bahrain” exhibition, contributing to strengthening the investment climate
in the country and helping develop Bahraini exports.

These leading steps have been an entirely positive and tangible reflection
of the Chamber’s ability to respond to a group of local, regional (Gulf/
Arab), and international events. These events were the outcomes of
transformations at the political, economic, and even social levels alike.
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the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry was in line with the
State’s policies, and its sound vision, in sparing Bahrain, specifically

its economy, painful and destructive strikes that can dramatically
impact the State.

Facing the Asian financial crisis that affected most of Asia which
started in July 1997 and incited fears of turning into a global crisis.
Just as resources report, “The crisis first began in Thailand in the
wake of the collapse of the Thai baht currency, as the government was
forced to float the baht after the shortage of the foreign currencies that
used to balance currency exchange rates. Consequently, there was a
de-pugging of Thai baht against the US dollar. There were strenuous
efforts to support the Thai baht against severe lack of financial
balance which mainly resulted from the real estate trade. Thailand
was at the time under the burden of external debt, which led the
State to a case of bankruptcy, followed by the collapse of its currency.
Later, the crisis spread, and the entire currencies of Southeast Asia,
South Korea and Japan began to collapse. The prices of the financial
stock exchange and all products fell down, compared to a huge rise
in private loans. The Chamber rushed, in coordination with the
Central Bank of Bahrain and other concerned state departments, to
protect Bahrain from the repercussions of that crisis. The Chamber
succeeded, through its coalitions and the policies it adopted, in sparing
the country a devastating consequence.

The Chamber addressed the Kuwaiti Souk Al-Manakh stock market
crash (1979-1982). It is difficult, if not impossible, to confine the
repercussions of that crisis to Kuwaiti, given the correlation of Gulf
markets. However, the collaboration between the Bahraini commercial
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Once again, the Chamber turns toward the markets under its responsibility.
It started to provide a set of advanced services to its affiliates, including
conducting analytical studies of economic conditions, studying new
laws enacted by the government and contributing to supporting the
government’s development efforts, and studying a set of government
laws and expressing its opinions in them.

While Bahrain was looking forward to the beginning of the 21st century,
it was shocked on March 4, 1999 with the death of its ruler who led it
since 1961, the late Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, who supported the
Chamber in its difficult stages, and took part in its achievements during
his reign. This huge loss interrupted those achievements.

The repercussions of such a great loss were mitigated by the will of God
when His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa ascended the throne.

His Majesty inaugurated his reign with a set of radical reforms,
unprecedented in the modern and contemporary history of Bahrain,
inaugurated by the National Action Charter. One of the most important
gains brought by the charter was the parliament elections, which were
not conducted since 1975.

The people of Bahrain received the King and his promising charter
warmly and highly optimistically, as at that time, the country needed
such a leading bold step.

In Parallel, the Chamber, as one of the most prestigious and oldest
organizations of the Bahraini society, had to prepare itself for that stage,
with all its qualitative structural transformations, to benefit from those
reforms His Majesty the King started, according to a clear-cut vision and
firm steps on the path of strengthening the role of the private sector, and
its contributions to this path of reform.
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sector and its leadership, and the response of that leadership to deal
with the crisis spared Bahrain a lot of losses. We note here that this
collaboration could spare the State the repercussions of the Kuwaiti
crisis and reduce its negative impacts on Bahrain’s achievements at
the time in terms of prosperity that Islamic banks working in Bahrain
experienced, on the one hand, and the boom on the offshore banks,
based in Bahrain enjoyed, on the other hand.

In November 1995, the telecommunications and information
industry began to appear on the Bahraini market through the global
communications network “the Internet”. Bahrain responded quickly to
the introduction of the Internet to its local markets.

Bahrain’s response was early at the Gulf and Arab levels. The State’s
decision was sound, and the response of the Chamber was successful. This
is \\'|I_\ Bahrain is 10(|a_\ witnessing great gr'()\\'lll in the communications
and information industry, as reflected in its best practices known as
"Fintechs". The Bahraini market warmly welcomed the various categories
of that industry.

The Chamber Loses the Leader of Bahrain Commercial Renaissance
This stage started with the completion of the 24th term of the Chamber
in October 1997 headed by Mr. Ali bin Youssef Fakhro. Once again, the
Chamber updated its internal regulations by setting the necessary controls
to hold the meetings of the general assembly, define the responsibilities
of the Board of Directors, establish the Chamber’s administrative body,
establish the permanent committees of the Chamber (12 committees)
and determine the role and responsibilities of each of them. Therefore, the
Chamber has become more organized and could form joint committees
with some ministries and government institutions.
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As for the period starting from the beginning of the 21st century,
three chairpersons took over the presidency of the Chamber,
the first of whom was Mr. Khalid Mohammad Kanoo, followed
by Dr. Esam Abdullah Fakhro, Mr. Khalid Abdul Rahman
Al-Moayad and the last of whom is Mr. Samir Abdullah Nass,
who still keeps his position till the upcoming elections taking
place in the year of 2022,

Mr. Khalid Mohamed Kanoo
He took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce

and Industry from 2001 until 2005.

He managed to allocate a plot of land in Sanabis for the establishment of
new premises for the Chamber. In his term of office, the foundation stone
of the Chamber was laid by His Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman
Al Khalifa, may God have mercy on him. The Chamber expressed its
opinion in the reform project of the labor market and education and
for the first time a woman was elected as a member of the Chamber’s
Board of Directors.

Dr. Esam Abdullah Fakhro

Dr. Esam took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry for two consecutive terms, from 2005 till 2014.

During his term of office, the Chamber moved to its new premises “Bait
Al Tijjar” in 2009, and His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
approved the Decree Law No. (48) of 2012 regarding the Bahrain
Chamber of Commerce and Industry as the first law regulating the
work of this institution. During his term of office, some reforms were

126

ahpoall Hgguill Jga Ggai
auluaiuadl Cilgagillg CHAPTER FOUR: THE REFORM PROJECT

1999 piqil TV -

adladll ggpisall :galyll Jnall

omlao Laye sgupiiellg aalgll il glbo (o daianll &piall &l
d alligild san0 alla gl yl4 ogio Jgdll icbwgy Ciili dayell 6)lal
3l guli alll 34c jrouu g ounjalg 4gpad alll auc ploc .2 duulipl
1. TT plell (né doalall cllaiisll (i dalipl g pby Basag Jlj Lo

gil4 2000 alla sl
o odlel oT.. 1 ole na Guull acling &)lai &8¢ daliy (nlgi

adjell 323 yéo dolsyl guliowll abio (nd ga)l dehd (AuRAT Go Kaai
s JTglakos 01 80415 paoll 9o Ju5 o ubusll 23 piag i isis nb
Juiboig ouleillg Joell gguu adnl ggpino na lgiag) aayell LnJ.glgo{l.Il a0y

aayall a)li na dpo Jodl dajall §)lal pulao &igns jgall (o élpol Jol

9534 alll suc poloc .2
w©oF. .0 olall o Osidliio (uijgad Gupaudl dcling ajlad aaje awliy (plgi
o7 1¢ olell alelg

agdalao Cijag of 8 qlaill Cu adyall ayaall jaoll gl Jlatial o aijlg obi
il (£A) 0 (gilds oguupall (ke adyla JT o 1 203 cllall alal Gals
Surwgoll ada Joc ol gild Jgla Hupmull dcling &)lai daye oLin of . 1T
2algll ignll pladiwl Jio aapell Hgils (na Glpeill yhey auw i asge (pa
.alale daypng Gugnill Judod] duswliodl Ailjusill Jocg unn.aﬁl_;ﬂlq__!g_oﬂl;b.g

2180l Goadl auc alla agudl
T 1A Guglo aulslg o . 18 pljsa (o Gyl acling alai adye awliy (lgi



oul elinng 8yl e 3y

HISTORY OF BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

-
-—
"
o

\_n)ﬂlw}ou_u.mllgLJlo.c_lJl\_nla.olj.mé_okp.oudJLm_alldJ.m_uuaﬂlobde.QAJ|:_Il_u.lld.mLco.mdeumu.qu 202 el aluall waln ajna
119 jodgi - gubi s gl Gupaudl dape uuady dwlip

clgll cagung J.e,dlauug@kgmgdlodlg_oumoﬁjbmﬂ aayell ajlij 94y aada Jl aoa o yali 2l gouw
T Japl T - 8)aliadl aagl 0027 (e agow capel Sy Laalall

129 128



For the first time in the history of the Chamber, the board of directors
of the Chamber introduces such a strategy.

Regarding this stage which extends from 2000 till 2019, the Chamber
witnessed a set of qualitative transformations that were accompanied
by the most important qualitative shift Bahrain experienced in its
contemporary history. This was the accession of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa to the throne. succeeding his father, His
Highness Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa. The death of Sheikh Isa

was surprising and was a very sad event to all Bahrain.

Over the era from 1961, when the late Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa
acceded to the throne till his death on March 4. 1999, His Majesty and
his brother His Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa worked
closely. While the King assumed the ruling, including developing policies,
introducing programs and drafting strategies, the Prime Minister took
over execution of all of them, in a creative manner.

The National Reform Project

The reform project in its various aspects is considered an unprecedented
positive initiative in Bahrain’s political history. It is perhaps the only
Bahraini political document that has caused a widespread public debate
in the political street in the contemporary political history of Bahrain
as the political forces addressed it from different perspectives.

For example, the book entitled, “Two Prosperous Decades™, published
by the Bahrain Center for Strategic, International and Energy Studies
(DERASAT) summarizes reviews of the reform project and its most
important pillars in a set of policies it deems a set of lights. From the
perspective of the book, His Majesty the King formulates his vision “in
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made to the law of the Chamber, such as using the single vote instead
of the cumulative voting and making appropriate changes to represent
votes fairly.

Mr. Khalid Abdul Rahman Al-Moayad
He took over the presidency of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry from February 2014 to March 2018.

Mr. Al-Moayad made a set of achievements. the most prominent of
which was the significant increase in the membership base, which
strengthened the position of the Chamber in the Bahraini commercial
society. During his presidency. the Chamber celebrated its Diamond
Jubilee (75 years since its establishment).

Mr. Samir Abdullah Nass
He has been the president of Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and
Industry since March 2018 so far.

During his term of office, an advisory council was formed for the first
time in the history of the Chamber and sectoral committees were
restructured according to scientific criteria. The services provided to
the private sector were expanded, and the first annual conference of the
sectoral committees was held. Mr. Nass succeeded in devoting the legal
personality of the Chamber and ensuring its independence. In addition,
Article (54) of the Labor Law of the private sector was amended and
the fees for practicing commercial activities were reduced.

Mr. Nass inaugurated his term of office by the announcement of the
100-day program. The Chamber drafted the provisions of that project.
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stated that the permanent communication between the people and
the ruler contributed to drawing Bahrain’s political and economic
path into a democratic form emanating from Bahrain’s civilization
and the authentic Arab heritage and values. From this standpoint,
the private sector is looking forward to enforcement of His Majesty’s
directives related to supporting the private sector’s role in building
the modern state and enhancing its leading role in the process of
economic development. His Majesty the King believes in modernizing
and developing laws and legislation, adopting transparency in all
decisions and facilitating procedures. All these elements will enhance
economic openness, attract local, Arab and foreign investments, create
job opportunities and appropriate investment climate in line with the
directives of the rational leadership towards enhancing the process
of economic development for everyone is aspiring to. Therefore, the
national action charter constitutes a document of pledge and renewal
and a reference for a new social contract in which Bahrain begins the
new millennium in its new blessed era under the auspicious guidance
of His Majesty King IHamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, whose advanced vision
opened comprehensive modernization prospects for the country.

Dr. Esam Fakhro referred to the civilizational achievements made
by the Kingdom of Bahrain since the unprecedented popular vote on
the National Action Charter, as His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain, managed in the years that
followed the vote on the charter to transform his developmental vision
into achievements and reality. Dr. Fakhro stated that this occasion
is an opportunity to express gratitude to His Majesty the King, who
could through his parental and humanitarian spirit, wisdom, and the
national project builds a modern state of institutions in which the
correct conscience prevails. We feel proud before the whole world
that we are Bahrainis. This is because the great values, principles of
civilization and the civil foundations that the National Project of His
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the shape of a set of six lights. The first of which was launched when Iis
Majesty was the crown prince, in the first book of His Majesty published
in 1986. His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa entitled his book,
"First Light" in which His Majesty expressed the spirit and future of
Bahrain, followed by “Second Light” when His Majesty took up the
reins of government in 1999 through putting forward the National
Action Charter, which was approved in a national referendum in 2001,
in which 98.4% of the voters voted in favor of the document. The third
light was putting forward Bahrain constitution in its new form in 2002.
|||( fourth light was "Bahrain Economic Vision 2030". The Economic
Developlnenr ‘Council headed by Prince Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa
who contributed to the preparation of this vision, along with Bahraini
elite. The fifth light is the economic and strategic vision of His Majesty the
King which is conveyed through the speeches of His Majesty on the various
occasions and at the inauguration of the national councils every year.”

The book contains a selection of the statements of His Majesty the King.
Some of them dealt with the economic dimension of his reform project.
His Majesty states, “Here we would like to commend the advanced
legislation enacted to regulate the financial, commercial and real estate
investment sectors and approval of the general state budget. This
reflected positively on the economic and investment environment in a
manner consistent with the policies and plans of the relevant institutions,
at the top of which is the Economic Development Board headed by
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, so
that Bahrain can achieve distinguished results on the level of economic
freedom and in the field of information and economy development.”

National Action Charter

Four heads of the Chamber witnessed the reform era. The views of all
of them reflected the economic dimension of the reform project. Mr.
Khalid Kanoo, the member of the National Action Charter Committee
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Majesty focused on, the most important of which is the one related to the
economic aspect, aimed at raising the standard of living of the citizens,
providing job opportunities and strengthening the state’s economy.
These principles constituted a new stage of the national action that
began, praise be to Allah, by opening broad horizons, particularly in
lhe field of dev relopment and economic work.

Mr. Khalid Al-Moayad indicated that the Chamber and the commercial
community take pride in the numerous achievements and gains of the
Kingdom of Bahrain since the popular consensus on the charter at all
levels thanks to national efforts and the harmony between the wise
leadership and the people for the benefit of the country and citizens.
He noted that this charter resulted in an insightful future vision that
gave a clear indication of the intention of the rational leadership to
continue the process of building and progress to achieve development
and prosperity for all Bahraini people so that Bahrain can remain a
great edifice with its people and its achievements.

Mr. Samir Nass stated that the Chamber and the commercial community

take pride in the achievements and gains made by the Kingdom of

Bahrain since His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa a%ume(l the
reins of government. His \Id]esr\ launched his prosperous reign with
the Lmn( h of an integrated civilized project represented by the N(ITI()Il(ll
Action Charter, which received unprecedented popular consensus. This
charter paved the way for a comprehensive renaissance that Bahrain
witnessed in the political, economic, humanitarian and social aspects.
It aimed at upgrading the level of Bahraini people, and placing the
kingdom in an advanced position among the countries of the world
despite its small area. Thanks to the wisdom of His Majesty the King
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Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, so that Bahrain can achieve distinguished
results on the level of economic freedom and in the field of information
and economy development.”

Resource: The book entitled “Two Prosperous Decades™ published

by Bahrain Center for Strategic, International and Energy Studies
"DERASAT"

Bahrain Economic Vision 2030

In October 2008, His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the
King of the Kuwdom of Bahrain, may God protect him, apploved
the economic vision 2030. The plan forsook the traditional norms
that confine such development plans in a narrow framework, as it
drew clear features of the development that established enforceable
international standards that can lead to economic growth, and guarantee
its continuation in a way that would reflect Bahrain’s efforts and its
keenness to build a better life for all citizens, through concrete programs
supported by deliberate plans.

This plan can achieve its objectives with the support of the Bahrain
"Economic Development Board" which offered many programs and
initiatives aimed at achieving economic reform in the Kingdom. in
coordination and collaboration with government agencies, private
institutions and civil society institutions. The first step was de\ reloping
the first national economic strategy that was adopted as the road map
towards achieving the vision. The strategy is continuously reviewed
to ensure that it keeps pace with the updates of the international
development agenda and the sustainable development goals.
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and the esteemed government headed by His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Prime Minister,
Bahrain continues its comprehensive national renaissance at a steady
pace and with a clear vision.

These excerpts reflect the historical importance of the reform project
and the qualitative political shift it brought about in the contemporary
history of Bahrain. This project had important direct impacts on the
components of Bahraini political action, which was suffering from an
unprecedented stagnation. This enriched the Bahraini political reality,
and for the first time in the contemporary history of Bahrain, many
new issues, that have long been taboos, began to appear on the surface.

The Reform Project and the Economy

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry found in those six
lights a historical opportunity on the economic side, which provided
great opportunities for building strong relations between the State and
lhe private sector, which w ould positiv: el\ impact the development in its
comprehensive concept. The Chamber felt this concept on more than
one occasion in the speeches of His Majesty the King.

In one of His Majesty’s speeches that addressed the economic dimension
of the reform project, His Majesty states, “Here we would like to
commend the advanced legislation enacted to regulate the financial,
commercial and real estate investment sectors and approval of the
general state budget. This reflected positively on the economic and
investment environment in a manner consistent with the policies and
plans of the relevant institutions, at the top of which is the Economic
Development Board headed by His Royal Highness Crown Prince
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This vision was the economic lever that cannot dispense with the political
arm that adopts it as daily program that enhances the position of the
reform project. Similarly, the project was searching for the appropriate
means able to provide it with the economic dimension it desperately
needed.

This explains that high level of support from His Majesty the King.
At the inauguration ceremony of that vision on October 12, 2008,
His Majesty confirmed the strategic role of this vision, “An integrated
economic program is introduced for the first time in Bahrain. It coincided
with people’s need for an economic vision that guides them to the path
amid the variables the world is going through. This program is binding
on all official departments. Meanwhile, it ensures their right to discuss
and develop the program. We stress that everyone shall work within
the framework of the proposed vision as the citizen is the goal of this
economic vision is the citizen since development which is not centered
on the citizen is useless.”

This view was not supposed to remain confined in a general framework
calling for reform, as it was looking for its economic twin in order to turn
into a comprehensive vision at the national level, to be an integrated plan
on the ground, with all the required dimensions that achieve its goals.
This resulted in forming a working group led by some international
companies highly experienced in this field and supported by a parallel
group with scientific qualifications. who have been examining the
Bahraini economy in its various aspects, diagnosing its strengths
and weaknesses, foreseeing the auxiliary factors that, whenever used
within the framework of an integrated plan can lead to the positive,
qualitative and developmental shift that would help Bahrain on its
path of advancement.

The work of this team, which took more than four years resulted in a
long-term development plan that has derived its name from the core of
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employment as well as expanding the base of the middle class. These
are noble goals that we need to collaborate to achieve.”

The Chamber continued to adhere to the provisions of the vision.
This was reflected in the speech of its president, Mr. Samir Abdullah
Nass, in which he lauded the speech of His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa. the King of the Kingdom of Bahrain, at the opening
of the second session of the fifth legislative term of the Shura and
Representatives Councils.

Mr. Nass stated that the speech addressed many issues that touched
on the aspirations of all the people of the Kingdom of Bahrain to
modernization, reform and development, and established a clear-cut
road map with open horizons for the work of the legislative authority,
at the top of which is the national consensus, reform, development,
raising the living standards of citizens, and fostering our economic gains.

The President of the Chamber, Mr. Samir Abdullah Nass, lauded the
affirmation of His Majesty the King on finding an appropriate form of
flexible treatment and innovative thinking, to maintain the country’s
continuous development in the fields of work and production, and
moving towards civilization and progress in building the modern civil
state, as well as the need to develop education curricula to be based on
productivity and economic competitiveness, upgrading the information
infrastructure and provide the assistant legal and regulatory frameworks
to achieve this. Mr. Nass stress the need to pay attention to the future
plans and qualitative programs, to sustain the flow of national and
external investments, which focus on diversifying the sources of the
national income, and its development according to the objectives of
Bahrain Economic Vision 2030.”
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its components. The "Economic Vision 2030" was launched in 2008.
The Economic Development Board embraced the plan and took upon
itself to transfer it from its theoretical framework into action in and
daily executive measures that guarantee its success, and continuity.

Chamber and the Economic Vision

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry adopted this vision,
and made it a guide leading its development projects in the economic
sector. It focused on addressing the problems facing the Bahraini
economy through the contents of that vision, especially that it called
for the pioneering private sector to assume its own development in a
way that would expand the middle in Bahrain.

The Chamber further used the vision to strengthen its relationships
with the government departments to address problems facing the
Bahraini market.

This was evident when the Chamber faced the possibilities of reviewing
the fees imposed on employers. The head of the Chamber at that
time Dr. Esam Fakhro rejected this idea indicating that “It is difficult
to cancel such fees because they are part of the reform project and
Bahrain Economic Vision 2030, and they were approved by all legislative
and executive channels as well as the society. He pointed out that the
Chamber addressed His Highness the Prime Minister concerning the
subject of fees and called for finding a mechanism for supporting small
and medium-sized enterprises because canceling the fees requires
finding a new vision to qualify local cadres to replace foreigners. He
stressed that Bahrain vision 2030 pays great attention to the human
element, raising the level of Bahraini workforce to be the best choice for
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There is no doubt that the Economic Vision 2030 provided a strategic
framework that gives the Chamber a historical opportunity to achieve
the following objectives:

e Building a solid ground for joint work with the government sector,
as this vision has the legal character that qualifies it to be the official
reference regulating that relationship and coordinating joint steps.
This. in turn, is subject to a contemporary development concept
based on public-private partnership. In this context, the two parties
of the relationship can make use of the strengths of each of them for
implementing joint programs that require working at a national level.

e Establishing an integrated legislation system that guarantee smooth
access to joint solutions between the public and the private sector for
any problem, which is normally expected during the implementation
of any of the development plans of Bahrain Vision 2030.

e Searching, within the framework of Bahrain Vision 2030, for the
common denominators of both sides of the common developmental
relationship, the public and private sector, to urge both of them to
expedite the implementation of joint projects, which would save a
lot of expenses that burden the state, and slow down the pace of
work on certain aspects while upgrading it on other aspects.

e Adhering firmly to the provisions of the 100 days program, which
has always been the counterbalance of the Chamber’s work that
directs it towards the right path that guarantees the development
of the Bahraini economy. which derives its strength from that
conscious and responsible contribution at the same time. The Board
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of Directors of the Chamber of 2018-2022 took upon itself to
leave its qualitative positive impacts on the country’s economy,
while adhering to both the National Reform Project and Bahrain
Fconomic Vision 2030.

The Pioneering Role of the Chamber

We note that the Chamber, while fully involved in local issues related
to addressing the problems the Bahraini market is suffering from,
particularly small and medium -sized companies, has never overlooked
its national duty, at the top of which is the Palestinian cause. The
Chamber has conducted a donation campaign for the sake of the
Palestinian people in 2005. Mr. Abdul Rahman Youssel Fakhro, the
former member of the Chamber, mentioned some of the details of
this campaign, “I headed the delegation of the Chamber going to the
Palestinian territories to hand over the donations collected in Bahrain.
In this regard, I can confirm that the generation I belong to is the
generation of the Palestinian cause with all its complications and
burdens. We followed the painful news of Palestine when the Zionist
enemy invaded the Palestinian territories in Jenin and other areas, which
resulted in many victims. Therefore, we decided to raise donations. My
dear friend Mr. Yusufl Al-Saleh entrusted me to form a committee to
support the Palestinian people. The committee I headed included M/s.
Adel Al-Muscati and Khalil Youssef. After contacting His Excellency
Mr. Nabil Al-Hamar, who was then Minister of Information, he allowed
us to use the TV to carry out campaign, which raised donations from
citizens and residents estimated at about $ 8 million.
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The committee has studied the needs of the Palestinian people, and
a decision was made in cooperation with the Intercooperation, which
is a charity registered in Switzerland, to build a children’s hospital in
Ramallah.

The experience of the visit was rich and enjoyable at the same time.
It was the first time that I directly get in touch with members of the
Palestinian people, who highly appreciated the Chamber’s efforts in
raising donations for the Palestinian people. Here I must refer to the
wise decision made by the Chamber’s board of directors at the time,
which is to use donations in a project for the benefit of the Palestinians
in general. Choosing the field of support was not arbitrary. The decision

ras to direct support towards the two categories that are most affected
by the brutality of the Zionist enemy and its crimes, namely women
and children in Palestine, as they are the most targeted by the Zionist
enemy. Hence, they are the most eligible for such donations, which the
Chamber and Bahraini people regarded as a duty.”
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The process of transfers in the Bahraini society reveals a distinct
group of various stations, which shaped it as an integrated
unit. The commercial sector was apart from any these stations.
When monitoring the growth and development of the economy
of that society at each those stations during the eighty years
of the Chamber history (1939-2019), we can distinguish four
essential stations each of which has significantly impacted the
development of the Bahraini society in general, and the economy
as one of the components of each of those stages in particular.

Two common and integrated elements have established the features
of each of these stages, a[lm they contributed to shaping its elements.
whether directly or 111(]11((ﬂ\ A p]\()m] issue we have to reflect on here
is the impacts of merchants as individuals, and their civil organization,
which is the Chamber, as an institution. Both of them have lllf‘il’ central
and positive contributions that cannot be overlooked or marginalized.

The first stage is the one that preceded the discovery of oil and its export in
commercial quantities. This stage extends from the beginning of the 1920s
to the end of the 1960. This stage was characterized by the endeavors
to shape the features of the state and establish the solid infrastructure
it needs. This coincided with the move towards the institutionalization
of the state’s functions, through establishing the relevant government
departments, even if this is done in a simple way merely exceeding the
primitive forms of the state.

The second stage starts with Bahrain’s accession to the United Nations
in 1971 or the end of British protection over Bahrain in the early 1970s
and extends till the end of the 20th century. During this period, the
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their best to meet the needs of the local market, so they often travelled
abroad to expand the scope of the market through accessing to the
markets adjacent to Bahrain.

This continuous and accelerating movement of the Chamber further
activated commercial life in the Bahraini market and provided the
economy with the vitality it needed at the time. We note that the
Chamber and the merchant carried out their duties without neglecting
or overlooking other social institutions as they were keen on maintaining
positive harmony with other components of the Bahraini society at the
individual and institutional levels.

We refer here to a group of Bahrain merchants who were keen on travelling
abroad. and their ambitions did not stop at the borders of India or Britain.
They crossed the ocean to establish commercial relations with American
companies which were not familiar with the commercial geography of
the region. Perhaps it was the first trial for both the Bahraini market and
the Bahraini merchant to go beyond the European commercial circle.
Such a move helped the Bahraini merchant to “think outside the box”,
on his search for new partners, or larger markets.

The second of these functions was the change in the Chamber’s/merchant’s
role after the establishment of the Chamber at the end of the 1920s,
from the spontaneous and automatic reaction cmanating from separate
and irregular individual cases to the integrated systcn’i of the perfect
framework created by the establishment of the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and developing its structures as a logical response
to the development that the Bahraini economy has witnessed, with the
commercial activity at the heart of it. This step inspired the Bahraini
merchant to think about the feasibility of moving from spontaneous
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state’s presence was strengthened by the necessary laws and regulations
and paying attention to essential facilities and accompanying services
including education, housing, and the judiciary. The third stage begins
with the launch of the reform project, with the accompanying structural
transformation in the political life, the features of which were shaped by
the National Action Charter, and the development of economic structures
as stipulated by the Bahrain Vision 2030.

This came in the context of the project of transformation towards a
contemporary civil society capable of keeping pace with the challenges
imposed by the overall changes at the regional and international levels
related to Bahrain.

In the midst of this, the Bahraini merchant was playing his pioneering
and influential role through the duties he decided to perform, and the
channels he set up, through that distinct institution in the Bahraini society
in general, and its economic activity in particular, focusing on performing
central and complex functions at the same time. The Bahrain Chamber
of Commerce and Industry was not apart from its society, but rather it
was part of that society and an essential institution in it. It focused on
carrying out its functions centered on the Bahraini economy as the main
factor impacting all other community activities.

The first of these functions that the Chamber decided to perform to the
fullest was strengthening the economy to overcome the weaknesses it was
suffering from and reduce their negative impacts. Bahraini merchants
used to practice their role spontaneously before the establishment of the
Chamber. This role was regulated after the Chamber started to advance
the economy through the commercial activities. Bahraini merchants did
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This coincided with the Bahraini merchant’s increasing interest towards
the industry as a natural component accompanying the commercial
activity. This was reflected in the name of the Chamber which became
“Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry”.

The fourth of those functions that the Chamber focused on especially in
the early 1950s was its interest in the banking movement, which was at
its very early stages. Banking transactions were limited to deposit, credit,
and currency transfer. I)(‘,bp“’,(‘, the simple forms of these transactions, they
formed the primary incubator that led to the emergence of the Bahraini
banking industry, which flourished in the 1970s and the 1980s, including
the offshore banking units and the Islamic banks.

It is worthy to note that that the banking industry has flourished in
the Bahraini market in the 1970s and the 1980s. It is a mistake to
attribute that prosperity only to the spontancous reaction that governed
the relationship between the Bahraini market and the desire of these
banks. In essence, it is a logical outcome of Bahrain’s readiness to build the
edifice of a contemporary banking system, and the search of these banks
for a strategic location that is geographically near, and professionally
qualified to make use of the |i(|uif7|il,_\' provided by the unprecedented
and unexpected rise in oil prices.

The Chamber continued to practice its creative role that resulted in
the emergence of “Fintech”. The Chamber significantly contributed to
making Bahrain one of the leading Arab financial centers.

If we want to depict the total final image that shaped the Chamber and
provided it with the ability to practice the main role in forming its features,
which provided the commercial sector in Bahrain with its distinguishing
characteristics in the path of the development and growth that Bahraini
society has witnessed, it can be summarized in a set of features.
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individual activity to the organized framework of the activities of the
Chamber even when it was in the early stages of its history.

Therefore, we realize the balanced steps that harmonized highly
professionally with the development the Bahraini society has witnessed.
The name of the Chamber changed from "The Bahrain General Merchants
Association”, to “Bahrain Chamber of Commerce”, and finally “Bahrain
Chamber of Commerce and Industry” after the Bahraini economy turned
from its mere commercial activity, to include the industrial part.

It is worthy to note that the Bahraini merchant and the Chamber focused
on other activities that support the economic movement and enhance
the integrity of the economy and contribute to the reinforcement of its
components. For example, we refer to the direct initiative of the Bahraini
merchants, supported by the gracious care of the royal family, related
to introducing education in its contemporary concept. This began when
a group of the commercial sector thought of establishing Al-Hidaya Al-
Khalifiya School, which laid the foundation of the modern education
edifice Bahrain had in the early stages of the history of the Arab Gulf
region.

At this stage, the Bahraini merchant embodied what is today known as
"Social Corporation Responsibility”.

The third of those funetions that the Chamber practiced was the expansion
of the activities of the Bahraini merchant. These activities were no longer
confined to those established by the British presence in Bahrain, which
confined the Bahraini trade movement between Manama and Bombay.
Bahraini business families began to establish relationships with American
and European companies in various sectors including insurance and travel
agencies. In later stages, they began to head towards the east, starting with
Tokyo, followed by Beijing, other capital, and the Australian continent.
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The most important of these features is the firm adherence to high
professionalism that guaranteed the Chamber, specifically its successive
boards of directors, the ability to perform its functions highly efficiently.
The Chamber avoided, as much as possible, deviating from its professional
line to any other activities. This enabled the Chamber to defend the
Bahraini merchant’s interests and enhance his position in upgrading the
performance of the national economys.

Some people may see that professional role as, “marginalizing” the
Chamber’s role which prevented it from practicing roles in other areas
of interest. However, the logic of the Bahraini merchant, stemming from
his analysis of the areas of his interest is the main factor that made him
accept that reality.

However, the Chamber continued to practice its professional role, even if
it became relatively small in the path of the national economy, especially
after the discovery of oil in commercial quantities in the early 1930s,
and the significant role the revenues of oil played in the national income.

We note that the Bahraini merchant, through the “Chamber”, insisted
on contributing significantly to the economy even in the stages that
followed the growing role of oil in the national economy. This helped the
B overcome the numerous trials to marginalize his role.

This practice was accompanied with the professional consciousness,
which distinguished the Bahraini merchant and helped him overcome any
form of chauvinism. This is evident in the lists of the successive boards
of directors of the Chamber since its inception in 1939 till the current
board formed in 2018. This is stressed in the unpublished manuscript
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members. The elected board of directors that won with an overwhelming
majority, committed to achieving it, in accordance with balanced steps
and a clear-cut vision.

The 100-Day Program
The 100-day program was based on placing four tracks on the production
line, which serves both the market and the Chamber, namely:

First: The measures, legislation, and executive regulations, which hinder
the development, stability and growth of market tools.

Second: Reorienting and rehabilitating markets, in line with global
openness and the development of information technology.

Third: Innovation in attracting international capital and trade, which
is an essential pillar for the diversification of the income sources and
revitalizing the market.

Fourth: Enhancing the Chamber’s position, as a platform for representing
commercial professional institutions, being a strategic partner that must
be an active partner with us.

Fifth: A comprehensive evaluation of the Chamber’s executive bodly,
enhancing its strengths, handling its weaknesses, and setting tools for
performance, in line with international standards.

Accordingly, the basic pillars were set for the work of the Board of

Directors to achieve these goals, which are pillars to implement the
strategy and planning of the board:
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by the late Mr. Qasim Ahmed Fakhro, entitled “Bahrain Chamber of

Commerce between the Achievements of the Past and the Challenges of the
Present,” where he describes the formation of the first board of directors
of the Chamber, “Most of the members of the board were non-Bahraini
merchants, and the chamber was based in one room on Tijjar Street in
the center of Manama. The first administrative committee included Mr.
Ashraf Mohammadi as Chairman.”

The successive boards included an elite representing the components of
the Bahraini commercial community, regardless of race or nationality. The
professional standard, i.c., belonging to the commercial community was
the only requirement for acceding to the membership of the Chamber.
Competence and willingness to work were the only criteria for membership
in Chamber’s Board of Directors.

That national loyalty embraced the Gulf dimension, as the Bahrain
Chamber of Commerce and Industry focused on the Gulf depth that the
Bahraini merchant cannot dispense with. The Chamber was a pioneer
in calling for the establishment of a union that includes various Gulf
trade and industry Chambers. Moreover, it was also one of the first Gulf
Chambers to encourage joint Gulf work and seek to provide it with its
needs to grow and develop.

This fast review that monitors the activities of the Chamber in the form
of headlines reveals a rich experience, reinforced by a set of programs
and plans based on the repertoire eight decades of tireless work that was
culminated in the ambitious 100-day program, the features of which
were developed by the Chamber’s board of directors of 2018.

This program is different from programs of other boards in its integrated
totalitarian vision this program set clearly and transparently for its
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The first pillar: Providing the appropriate climate and systems that
guarantee inclusiveness in making the decision, which would renew the
confidence of the commercial community in the Chamber as quickly
as desired.

The second pillar: findine an approach that encourages innovation and
2 Pr g
creativity in solutions and alliances in the various sectors.

The third pillar: providing solutions to local markets, to transfer them
from local to global.

The fourth pillar: Reviewing the organizational structure of the Chamber

and rehabilitating it for the next stage, taking into account the necessity
of developing and training employees to implement these strategies.
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Administrative Committee: December 7, 1941 - December 14, 1942
Mr. Hussein Yateem - President

Mr. Jamshid Marshi - Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Bahai Khan - Treasurer

Mr. Naji Murad - Member

S M Avemi Walla - Member

Anma Ram Mohandas - Member

Administrative Committee: December 15, 1942 - December 4, 1943
Mr. Hussein Yateem - President

Mr. Jamsheer Marulia - Secretary

Mr. Kalim El Din - Treasurer

Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi - Member

Mr. Yusuf Almoayyed- Member

S M Avemi Walla - Member

Administrative Committee: December 5, 1943 - January 27, 1945
Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi - President

Mr. PJ Patel - Secretary

Mr. Moez Abdel Hussein - Treasurer

Mr. Hussein Yateem - Member

Mr. Mirza Khoshabi - Member

Administrative Committee: January 28, 1945 - February 20, 1946
Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem - President

Mr. Jamsheer Munshi - Secretary

Mr. Moez Abdel Hussein - Treasurer

Mr. Ali Reda - Member

Mr. Yusuf Khalil Al-Moayyed - Member

Administrative Committee: February 21, 1946 - January 27, 1947
M. Hussein Ali Yateem - President

Mr. Jamsheer Marulil - Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Hassan Al Hassan - Assistant Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Bahai A Sadiq - Treasurer

Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Algosaibi - Member

Mr. Rojiram - Member

Administrative Committee: January 28, 1947 - February 9, 1943
Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi - President

Mr. Mohamed Hassan Al Hassan — Secretary

Mr. Moez Abdel Hussein - Treasurer

Mr. Hussein Yateem - Member

Mr. Rojiram - Member
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First: The General Merchants Association in Bahrain

Administrative Committee: July 26, 1939 to August 7, 1939
Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi - President

Mr. Abdullah Mustafa - Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Abdul-Hussein Sadiq - Treasurer

Mr. Mohamed Ali Yateem - Member

Mr. Purshutam - Member

S M Avemi Walla - Member

Administrative Committee: August 8, 1939 to October 12, 1939
Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi - President

Mr. Abdullah Mustafa - Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Abdul-Hussein Sadiq - Treasurer

Mr. Purshutam - Member

Mr. Mohamed Ali Yateem - Member

Mr. S M Avemi Walla - Member

Administrative Committee: October 13, 1939 to November 29, 1939
Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi - President

Mr. Abdullah Mustafa - Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Abdul-Hussein Sadiq - Treasurer

Mr. Prshutam - Member

Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem - Member

S M Avemi Walla - Member

Administrative Committee: November 30, 1939 to November 3, 1940
Mr. Arif Lugmani - President

Mr. Abdullah Mustafa - Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Abdul-Hussein Sadic - Treasurer

Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem - Member

Mr. Prshutam - Member

S M Avemi Walla - Member

(April 1. 1940 the president resigned and was replaced by
Ashraf Mohammadi and Jamshid Debara joined as a member)

Administrative Committee: November 4, 1940 - December 6, 1941
Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi - President

Mr. Hussein Yateem - Secretary

Mr. Jamshid Debara - Treasurer

Mr. Naji Murad - Member

S M Avemi Walla - Member
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Second: Bahrain Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors: August 1, 1951 - November 25, 1952
Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Algosaibi - President
Mr. Mohamed Hassan Al Hassan - Secretary

Mr. Ishaq Abdulrahman Al Khan - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi

Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Yusef Akbar Ali Reda

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani
Mr. Kaku Felpdas

Mr. Glend Gilfer

Board of Directors: November 26, 1952 - October 10, 1954
Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Algosaibi - President

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani - Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Hassan Al Hassan - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi

Mr. Ahmed YusufFakhro

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Yusuf Akbar Ali Reda

Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Ali Al-Bassam

Mr. Abdulrahman Khalil Al-Moayyed
Mr. Lagend Damanmal Erdas

Board of Directors: October 11, 1954 - October 27, 1956
Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Algosaibi - President

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani - Secretary

Mr. Mohamed YusufJalal - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi

Mr. Ahmed YusufFakhro

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. YusufAkbar Ali Reda

Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Ali Al-Bassam
Mr. Abdulrahman Khalil Al-Moayyed
Mr. Lalgend Damanmal Erdas
Mr. Ishaq Abdulrahman Al-Khan
Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan
Mr. Mohammed Hassan Diwani

= =

= =
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HISTORY OF BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Administrative Committee: February 10, 1948 - January 7, 1949

Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem - President

Mr. Mohamed Hassan Al Hassan - Secretary
Mr. Roshan Abdul Tayeb Sharaf Ali - Treasurer
Mr. Ishaq Abdulrahman Al Khan - Member

Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Algosaibi - Member

Administrative Committee: January 8, 1949 - January 29, 1951

Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem - President
Mr. Mohamed Hassan Al Hassan - Secretary
Mr. Ishaq Abdulrahman Al Khan - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Algosaibi
Mr. Ahmed Yusuf Fakhro

Mr. Ali Mohamed Kanoo

Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi

Mr. Jamshid Marulia (Durabji)

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Ali Al-Bassam
Mr. Khalid Abdulrahman Al-Aujan
Mr. Calendin (Khansaheb Abdul Hussain)
Mr. Damourd Das Turkmadas

Administrative Committee: January 30, 1951 - July 31, 1951
Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Algosaibi - President

Mr. Mohamed Hassan Al Hassan - Secretary

Mr. Ishaq Abdulrahman Al Khan - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Ahmed YusufFakhro

Mr. Ashraf Mohammadi

Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Ali Al-Bassam

Mr. Yusuf Akbar Ali Reda

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani
Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan
Mr. Mohamed Al-Hamad Al-Qadi
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Eleventh session: - January 18, 1963 - March 7, 1965
Mr. Yusuf Akbar Ali Reda - President
Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan - Secretary

Mr. Abdullah Ali Al-Doi - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Mohammed Hassan Diwani

Mr. Ali bin Yusuf Fakhro

Mr. Ibrahim Hassan Kamal

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani

Mr. Rasoul Abd Al-Ali Al-Jishi

Mr. Hussein Ali Yatim

Mr. Abdulrahman Ghuloom Mohamed Amin

Mr. Abdul Hussain Humaidan

(Mr. Ahmed Yusuf Fakhro was elected on June 27, 1963 as Chairman of the
Chamber instead of the resigned President Yusuf Akbar Ali Reda during the
Chamber’s General Assembly meeting).

Twelfth session: March 8, 1965 - February 18, 1968
Mr. Ahmed Yusuf Fakhro - President

Mr. Ibrahim Hassan Kamal - Secretary

Mr. Abdullah Ali Al-Doi - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan

Mr. Mohammed Hassan Diwani

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani

Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Mohamed Abdullah Al Khalifa
Mr. Abdul Hussain Humaidan

Mr. Mohamed Yusuf Jalal

Mr. Rasoul Abd Al-Ali Al-Jishi

Mr. Hassan Haider Darwish

Third: Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Thirteenth session: February 19, 1968 - March 29, 1970

The Bureau

Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan - President

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo - First- Vice President

Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Mohamed Al Khalifa - Second - Vice President
Mr. Ibrahim Hassan Kamal - Treasurer

Mr. Qassem Ahmed Fakhro - Member of the Bureau

Members:

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani

Mr. Mohamed YusufAkbar Ali Reda

Mr. Akbar Ali Reda

Mr. Mohammed Hassan Diwani

Mr. Sadiq Mohammed Al Baharna

Mr. Mohamed Sheikh Ishaq Abdulrahman
Mr. Yusuf Ahmed Al-Saei

Mr. Abdullah Ali Al-Doi
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Uil acling ajlai aaye ag)li
HISTORY OF BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Board of Directors: October 28, 1956 - February 9, 1959
Mr. YusufAkbar Ali Reda - President

Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan - Secretary

Mr. Mohammed Hassan Diwani - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Adel Abdulrahman Hassan Algosaibi
Mr. Yusuf Khalil Al-Moayyed

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani

Mr. Sadiqg Mohammed Al Baharna

Mr. Mohamed Sadiq

Mr. Cakumal Philpadas

Ninth session: February 10, 1959 - January 24, 1961

On October 22, 1960, the Board of Directors decided to number the
sessions of the Chamber’s Board of Directors and considered this
session to be the ninth session

Mr. YusufAkbar Ali Reda - President

Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan - Secretary

Mr. Abdullah Ali Al-Doi - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo

Mr. Ali bin YusufFakhro

Mr. Ibrahim Hassan Kamal

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani
Mr. Sadiq Mohammed Al Baharna
Mr. Hassan Haider Darwish

Mr. Damanmel Iserdas

Tenth Session 25 January 1961 - 17 January 1963
Mr. Hussein Ali Yateem - President

Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan - Secretary

Mr. Abdullah Ali Al- Doi - Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo
Mr. Ali bin Yusuf Fakhro
\,,
Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani

r. Ibrahim Hassan Kamal

Mr. Mohamed Ishaq Abdulrahman
Mr. Mohamed Qasim Kanoo
Mr. Mohammed Hassan Diwani

Mr. Abdulrahman Ghuloom Mohamed Amin
Mr. Hassan Haider Darwish
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Sixteenth session: April 22, 1974 - December 5, 1976

The Bureau:
Mr. Mohamed Yusuf Jalal - President

Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Taqi - First- Vice President
Mr. Jassim Mohammed Al-Saffar - Second -Vice President

Mr. Ibrahim Ishaq Abdulrahman - Treasurer
Mr. Ismail Othman Baloch - Member of the Bureau

Members:

Mr. Ibrahim Hassan Kamal

Mr. Yusuf Ahmed Al-Saei

Mr. Abdul Rasoul Abdul Ali Al-Jishi
Mr. Sadiq Mohammed Al Baharna
Mr. Abdul Ali Hassan Al-Mudaifa
Mr. Abdul Reda Mohamed Al-Dailami
Mr. Mohammed Hassan Diwani

Mr. Abdullah Khalil Kanoo

Mr. Jassim Mohammed Fakhro

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Ali Al Murbati
Mr. Qassem Ahmed Fakhro

Mr. Ali Ahmed Mohammed Al-Awadi

Mr. Mubarak Jassim Kanoo

Seventeenth session: - December 6, 1976 - March 19, 1979

The Bureau:
Mr. Mohamed Yusuf Jalal - President

Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Taqi - First -Vice President
Mr. Jassim Mohammed Al-Saffar - Second -Vice President

Mr. Ismail Othman Baloch - Treasurer

Mr. Abdul Reda Mohamed Al-Dailami - Deputy Treasurer

Mr. Mubarak Jassim Kanoo - Member of the Bureau

Mr. Ali Abdul Ali Hassan Al-Mudaifa: Member of the Bureau

Members:

M. Ibrahim Ishagq Abdulrahman

Mr. Yusuf Ahmed Al-Saei

Mr. Hassan Mohamed Zain EI Abidine
Mr. Sadiq Mohammed Al Baharna
Mr. Mohammed Hassan Diwani

Mr. Jassim Mohammed Fakhro

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Ali Al Murbati
Mr. Qassem Ahmed Fakhro

Mr. Mohammed Abdullah Al-Zamil
Mr. Abdullah Khalil Kanoo

Mr. Ali Ahmed Mohammed Al-Awadi
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Uil acling ajlai aaye ag)li
HISTORY OF BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Fourteenth session: - March 30, 1970 - February 27, 1972

The Bureau:

Mr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Wazzan - President

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo — First- Vice President

Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Mohamed Al Khalifa - Second -Vice President
Mr. Qassem Ahmed Fakhro - Treasurer

Mr. Ibrahim Hassan Kamal - Member of the Bureau

Members:

Mr. Yusuf Ahmed Al-Saei

Mr. Rashid Abdulrahman Al Zayani
M
N,
N,
\,,
\,,

=

r. Mohammed Hassan Diwani
r. Mohamed Yusuf Akbar Ali Reda

r. Abdulrahman Hassan Taqi

=S =

r. Sadiq Mohammed Al Baharna

r. Ibrahim Ishaq Abdulrahman

Fifteenth session: February 28, 1972 - April 21, 1974

The Bureau:

Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo - President

Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Mohamed Al Khalifa - First -Vice President
Mr. Qassem Ahmed Fakhro - Second -Vice President

Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Taqi - Treasurer

Mr. Sadiq Mohamed Al-Baharna - Member of the Bureau

Members:

Mr. Ibrahim Hassan Kamal
Mr. Mohamed YusufJalal
Mr. Yusuf Ahmed Al-Saei

N,/
Mr. Ibrahim Ishaq Abdulrahman
Mr. Abdul Rasoul Abdul Ali Al-Jishi
Mr. Abdul Ali Hassan Al-Mudaifa

r. Ismail Othman Baloch
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Uil acling ajlai aaye ag)li
HISTORY OF BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Twentieth session: March 29, 1983 - April 20, 1985 19A0 Jupl T. = 19AYF Guylo T9 :gpaall a5gall Eighteenth session: March 20, 1979 - April 26, 1981 19A1 Japl T = 19VA gujlo T. :pine diolill 6ygadl
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Mr. Hassan Mohamed Zain El Abidine - First Vice President ot Jgll cidlidl = gaasalell aj 20a0 Guuwa gl Mr. Qassem Ahmed Fakhro - First -Vice President ouil Jodll Cuflill - gj34 aoal Oould sl
Mr. Jassim Mohammed Al-Saffar - Second Vice President ot ]l il AL = jlandl aeao ouuly sl Mr. Hassan Mohamed Zain El Abidine - Second -Vice President ot ] il G = gaalell G 3020 Gawa agudl
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Mr. Abdul Reda Mohamed Al-Dailami - Deputy Treasurer G92inll ool widli - Jroduall aaao Ladlaue syl Mr. Abdul Reda Mohamed Al-Dailami - Deputy Treasurer §9ainll ool idli - roliall oo Laplisue gl

Mr. Ali Ahmed Al-Awadi - Member of the Bureau
Mr. Khalid Abdulrahman Al-Moayyed - Member of the Bureau
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Mr. Ali Hussein Yateem - Member of the Bureau iboll dlua gic — oy G (ple gl
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Mr. Khaled Abdulrahman Al-Moayyed
Mr. Abdulnabi Abdullah Al-Shulah
Mr. Ali Saleh Al-Saleh

Mr. Ismail Othman Baloch

Mr. Mubarak Jassim Kanoo

Mr. Hussein Baker Arian

Mr. Qassem Ahmed Fakhro

Twenty-first session: April 21, 1985 - June 15, 1989
The Bureau:

Mr. Qassem Ahmed Fakhro - President

l\/

r. Hassan Mohamed Zain El Abidine - First -Vice President
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Mr. Abdullah Khalil Kanoo

Mr. Jassim Mohammed Al-Saffar
Mr. Ali Saleh Al-Saleh

Mr. Ismail Othman Baloch

Mr. Abdul Ali Hassan Al-Mudaifa
Mr. Ali Hussein Yateem

Mr. Mubarak Jassim Kanoo

Nineteenth session: April 27, 1981 - March 28, 1983

The Bureau:
Mr. Mohamed YusufJalal - President
Mr. Abdulrahman Hassan Taqi - First -Vice President
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Mr. Jassim Mohammed Al-Saffar - Second -Vice President Mr. Jassim Mohammed Al-Saffar - Second Vice President

Mr. Ibrahim Ishagq Abdulrahman - Treasurer
N
Mr. Ali Hussein Yatim - Member of the Bureau

Mr. Abdulnabi Abdullah Al-Shula - Member of the Bureau
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§93inll yaol = Goaflauc Ghowl ouml ] suudl Mr. Ibrahim Ishaq Abdulrahman - Honorary Treasurer
G92inll Huol iili — (roduall seae badlsae suwll Mr. Abdul Reda Mohamed Al-Dailami - Honorary Deputy Treasurer
wiiball ala g.o.: = oy G (ple ol Mr. Ali Ahmed Al-Awadi - Member of the Bureau
ol alua gie — aledull alllaue Guddlauc gl Mr. Ali Saleh Al-Saleh - Member of the Bureau
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r. Abdul Reda Mohamed Al-Dailami - Deputy Treasurer

Members:

Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Nour Fakihi
Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Ali Al Murbati

Mr. Khaled Abdulrahman Al-Moayyed
Mr. Ali Ahmed Al-Awadi

Mr. Hamad Abdullah Abel

Mr. Abdulrahman Muhammed Jamsheer
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Members:

Mr. Ismail Othman Baloch

Mr. Hassan Mohamed Zain El Abidine
Mr. Hussein Baker Arian

Mr. Khaled Abdulrahman Al-Moayyed
Mr. Rasoul Abd Al-Ali Al-Jishi

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Ali Al Murbati
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Mr. Hussein Baker Arian
Mr. Yusuf Ibrahim Al-Awadi
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Twenty-fourth session: October 22, 1997 - October 21, 2001
The Bureau:

Mr. Ali Yin Yusuf Fakhro - President

Mr. Khalid Mohamed Kanoo — First- Vice President

Mr. Yusuf Saleh Al-Saleh - Second -Vice President

Dr. Issam Abdullah Fakhro - Financial Secretary

Mr. Adel Ahmed Al Saffar - Deputy Financial Secretary

Mr. Khaled Hussein Al Maskati - Member of the Bureau

Mr. Yusuf Ibrahim Al-Awadi - Member of the Bureau

Members:

Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Nour Fakihi
Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Ali Zainal

Mr. Abdul Jalil Abdul Karim Al-Ansari
Mr. Hamad Abdullah Able

Mr. Hassan Ibrahim Kamal

Mr. Hassan Mohamed Zain El Abidine
Mr. Jassim Abdulrahman Al Zayani
Mr. Jawad Yusuf Al-Hawaj

Mr. Mohamed Eid Bukhmas

Mr. Othman Mohamed Sharif

Mr. Abdullah Ahmed Nass

Twenty-fifth session - October 22, 2001 - November 15, 2005

The Bureau:

Mr. Khaled Mohamed Kanoo — President

Mr. Yusuf Saleh Al-Saleh — First- Vice President

Dr. Issam Abdullah Fakhro — Second- Vice President

M. Ibrahim Mohamed Ali Zainal - Financial Secretary

Mr. Jihad Hassan Boukamal - Deputy Financial Secretary

Dr. Nizar Sadiq Al Baharna - Member of the Bureau for the first two years
Dr. Tawfiq Abdulrahman Al-Moayyed - Member of the Bureau since

October 22,2003

Members:

Dr. Ahmed Jassim Al-Tahu

Mr. Hassan Ibrahim Kamal

Mr. Sharif Mohamed Ahmadi

Mr. Adel Hassan Al Aali

Mr. Adel Hussein Al Maskati

Mr. Abdulrahman Yusuf Fakhro

Mr. Othman Mohamed Sharif

Mr. Mohamed Husain Yateem

Mr. Mohamed Eid Bukhmas

Mrs. Mona Yusuf Khalil Al-Moayyed
Mr. Jawad Yusuf Abdulwahab Al-Hawaj
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Twenty-second session: June 16, 1989 - June 13, 1993

The Bureau:

Mr. Ali Yin Yusuf Fakhro - President

Mr. Ali Saleh Al-Saleh - First -Vice President

Mr. Hassan Mohamed Zain El Abidine - Second -Vice President
Mr. Abdul Reda Mohamed Al-Dailami - Treasurer

Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Ali Zainal - Deputy Treasurer

Mr. Rasoul Abdul-Ali Al-Jishi - Member of the Bureau

Mr. Ali Hussein Yateem - Member of the Bureau

Members:

Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Nour Fakihi
Mr. Tagi Mohammed Al Baharna

Mr. Jassim Mohammed Al-Saffar

Mr. Jalal Mohamed Jalal

Mr. Khaled Abdulrahman Al-Moayyed
Mr. Abdullah Ahmed Nass

Mr. Abdulnabi Abdullah Al-Shulah
Mr. Farouk Yusuf Khalil Al-Moayyed
Mr. Mubarak Jassim Kanoo

Mr. Nabil Abdullah Al-Zain

Mr. Yusuf Ibrahim Al-Awadi

Twenty-third session: June 14, 1993 - October 21, 1997
The Bureau:

Mr. Ali Yin Yusuf Fakhro — President

Mr. Hassan Mohamed Zain El Abidine - First -Vice President
Mr. Abdulnabi Abdullah Al-Shula - Second -Vice President
Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Ali Zainal - Treasurer

Mr. Hamad Abdullah Abel - Deputy Treasurer

Mr. Rasoul Abdul-Ali Al-Jishi - Member of the Bureau

Mr. Ali Hussein Yateem - Member of the Bureau

Members:

Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Nour Fakihi
Mr. Tagi Abdul Rasoul Al-Zeera
Mr. Khaled Hussein Al Maskati

Mr. Abdul Reda Mohamed Al-Dailami
Mr. Ali Rashid Al-Amin

Mr. Mohamed Khalil Jawahery

Mr. Abdullah Ahmed Nass

Mr. Nabil Abdullah Al-Zain

Mr. Othman Mohamed Sharif

Mr. Yusuf Ibrahim Al-Awadi

Mr. Yusuf Saleh Al-Saleh
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Twenty-eighth session - March 2, 2014 to March 9, 2018
Executive Office:

Mr. Khalid Abdulrahman Al -Moayyed - Chairman

Mr. Othman Mohamed Sharif Al Rayes - First Deputy

Mr. Jawad Yusuf Abdul Wahab Al-Hawaj - Second Deputy

Mr. Issa Abdul Rahim Al-Rifai - Financial Secretary

Mr. Mohamed Sajid Showing the Right - Vice President of Finance
Mr. Nabil Khaled Mohamed Kanoo - Member of the Executive Office
Mr. Khalid Ali Rashid Al-Amin - Member of the Executive Office

Members:

Mr. Abdul Hakim Ibrahim Al-Shamry

Mr. Abdul Hamid Abdul Jabbar Al Kooheji
Sheikha Hind bint Salman Al Khalifa

Mr. Adel Hassan Al Aali

Mr. Khaled Rashid Al Zayani

Mrs. Afnan Rashid Abdul Rahman Al Zayani
Mrs. Ahlam Yusuf Othman Janahi

Mr. Ahmed Abdullah Ahmed Bin Hindi
Mrs. Dima Rasoul Abdullah Al-Haddad
Mr. Mohamed Adel Abdullah Fakhro

Mr. Mohamed Farouk Al-Moayyed

The Executive Office members were changed

on July 4, 2016 as follows:

Mr. Khalid Abdulrahman Al-Moayyed - Chairman

Mr. Khalid Rashid Al Zayani — First- Vice President

Mr. Abdul Hamid Abdul Jabbar Al Kooheji - Second -Vice President
Mr. Issa Abdul Rahim Al-Rifai - Chief Financial Officer

Mr. Mohamed Sajid Al-Hagq - Vice President of Finance

Mr. Ahmed Abdullah Ahmed Bu Hindi - Member of the Executive Office
Mr. Abdul Hakim Ibrahim Al-Shamry - Member of the Executive Office
Mr. Nabil Kanoo, Board Member, and Mr. Othman Sharif, have
resigned. They were replaced by Mr. Ali Hassan Mahmoud

and Ms. Kholoud Al-Qattan.
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Twenty-sixth session - 16 November 2005 - 18 November 2009
The Bureau:

Dr. Issam Abdullah Fakhro - President

Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Ali Zainal - First -Vice President

Dr. Nizar Sadiq Al Baharna - Second -Vice President

Mr. Sager Shaheen Saqer Shaheen - Financial Secretary

Mr. Sharif Mohamed Ahmadi - Deputy Financial Secretary

Mr. Abdul Hamid Abdul Jabbar Al Kooheji - Executive Office

Mr. Othman Mohamed Sharif - Executive Office

Members:

Mr. Adel Mohamed Matar

Dr. Ahmed Jassim Al-Taho

Mr. Samir Nass Abdullah

Mr. Ibrahim Abdul Ali Issa Al-Daisi
Mr. Abdul Hakim I[brahim Al-Shamry
Mr. Jihad Hassan Boukamal

Mr. Jawad Yusuf Al-Hawaj

Mr. Adel Hassan Al Aali

Mr. Nabil Khaled Mohamed Kanoo
Mr. Adel Hussein Al Maskati

The two members were replaced: Dr. Nizar Sadiq Al Baharna and Jihad Hassan
Boukamal in 20006, and the entry of Ms. Afnan Rashid Al Zayani and Mr. Adel
Ahmed Al Safar for the year 2007

Twenty-seventh session - November 19, 2009 - March 1, 2014
Executive Office:

Dr. Issam Abdullah Fakhro - President

Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Ali Zainal - First -Vice President

Mr. Adel Hassan Al-Aali — Second- Vice President

Mr. Othman Mohamed Sharif - Financial Secretary
Mr. Sager Shaheen Saqer Shaheen - Deputy Financial Secretary

Mr. Abdul Hamid Abdul Jabbar Al Kooheji -
Member of the Executive Office
Mr. Jawad Yusuf Al-Hawaj - Member of the Executive Office

Members:

Mrs. Afnan Rashid Al Zayani

Mr. Khalaf Habib Hujair

Mr. Khalid Ali Rashid Al-Amin

Mr. Adel Ahmed Al Sager

Mr. Samir Abdullah Nass

Mr. Ibrahim Abdul Ali Issa Al-Daisi
Mr. Kazem Issa Al-Saeed

Mr. Nabil Khaled Mohamed Kanoo
Mr. Abdul Hakim Ibrahim Al-Shamry
Mr. Mohamed Sajid Al-Haq

Mr. Issa Abdel Rahim Al-Rifai
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Twenty-ninth session - March 10, 2018 to March 2022
Executive Office:

Mr. Samir Abdullah Nass - President

Mr. Khaled Mohamed Najeby - First Vice President

Mr. Mohamed Abdul-Jabbar Al-Kooheji - Second Vice President

Mr. Aref Ahmed Hejres - Financial Secretary

Mr. Walid Ibrahim Kanoo - Deputy Financial Secretary

Mr. Basem Mohammed Al-Saei - Member of the Executive Office
Mr. Mohamed Farouk Al-Moayyed - Member of the Executive Office

Members:

Mr. Ahmed Sabah Al-Saloum

Mr. Ahmed Abdullah bin Hindi Al Mannai
Mrs. Batoul Muhammed Dadabhai

Mr. Jamil Yusuf Alginaa

Mr. Khaled Rashid Al Zayani

Mr. Ramez Mohammed Al-Awadi

Mrs. Sonia Mohamed Janahi

Mr. Abdul Hussain Khalil Dawani

Mr. Abdul Hakim Ibrahim Al-Shamry
Sheikha Hind Salman Mohammed Al Khalifa
Dr. Wahib Ahmed Al Khaja

Thirty session - March 29, 2022 to 2026

Executive Office:

Mr. Samir Abdullah Nass - President

Mr. Khaled Mohamed Najeby - First Vice President

Mr. Mohamed Abdul-Jabbar Al-Kooheji - Second Vice President
Mr. Aref Ahmed Hejres - Financial Secretary

Mr. Walid Ibrahim Kanoo - Deputy Financial Secretary

Mr. Basem Mohammed Al-Saei - Member of the Executive Office
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Mr. Ahmed Sabah Al-Saloum - Member of the Executive Office
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On April 12, 1954 The Chamber oreanized a ceremony in the honor
I s 2 )

of His Majesty King Saud bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, may God have

mercy on him, in the presence of the His Highness Sheikh Salman bin

Hamad Al Khalifa, may God have mercy on him, at the Chamber’s

premises in Bab Al Bahrain at 2 p.m.

In its session dated April 8, 195, the Board of Directors discussed
the project of the Establishment of the National Bank of Bahrain. A
committee was formed, including M/s. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo, Youssef
Khalil Al-Moayad, Ibrahim Hassan Kamal, Adel Abdul Rahman Al-
Qusaibi, Sadiq Al-Baharna and Mohammad Yusef Jalal to develop
a draft the statute the bank and present the same to the General
Assembly of the Chamber.

Through its membership in the Union of Arab Chambers, the
Chamber adopted the issue of the boycott of Israeli commodities. The
government approved the position of the Chamber and established
the Boycott Office of the Customs and Ports Department.

In November 1956. the Chamber started studying the draft law of the
registration of partnership companies and business names registry.

In 1957, the Chamber participated in studying of the Bahraini labor
law and the law of compensation of government employees.

In 1957, the Chamber participated in the commercial and agricultural
exhibition held by the government.

On January 1958, the Chamber prepared a study on the establishment
of a free zone in Mina Salman Port based on a draft law submitted

by Mr. Ahmed Youssef Fakhro.

On December 1958, the Chamber participated in the meetings of
the Afro- Asian Organisation for Economic Co-operation in Cairo.

On June 10, 1959, Mr. Ezz El-Din Al-Raees was appointed as the
first (non -Bahraini) director, to the Chamber in return for a monthly
salary of 1000 rupees.

On July 4, 1959, the Finance Department agreed to provide support
to the Chamber in the form of charge stamp the Chamber gets for
approving certificates and documents. The Chamber began to charge
5 rupees from non-members. As a result, the Chamber generated
revenues amounting to 16,000 rupees from July 4, 1959 to January
10,1961, for approving 20,300 certificates, including 19,000 export
certificates for members, and 1300 certificates for non-members.

In 1960, the Chamber submitted a report to the Ruler of Bahrain
rcgarding the importance of commercial registration in Bahrain,
which is in force in all countries of the world.

In July 1960, the Chamber moved to its premises in Bab Al Bahrain
behind the post office.
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On 26-28 December 1910, the Merchants Association began to
hold its meetings, chaired by British Political Commissioner Stewrat
George Knox. The meetings were attended by representatives of a
number of English and Bahraini companies, the representative of
Indian merchants in Bahrain, Hajj Zayer Hussein, Hajj Abdulaziz

Al-Awadi and Hajj Abdul Nabi Kalawad.
On January 1920. the Customary Council was established.

The Diving Council was also known as the Diving Court and was
concerned with pearling and divers” affairs.

On January 12, 1930, the first request by a group of merchants to
establish a commercial Chamber in Bahrain was submitted to Sir
Charles Dalrymple Belgrave.

On July 26, the Bahrain General Merchants Association was
established, the name of which was changed to “Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce” in the minutes of the meeting held on the same date. Mr.
Ashraf Mohamedi was elected as the first chairman of the Chamber,
Mr. Abdullah Mustafa as a secretary, Mr. Mohammad Sadiq as a
treasurer, and M/s. Afemi Waala, Borchatam and Mohammad Yateem
as members.

On August 7. 1939, the Association’s statute was issued and sent to
the government advisor. The Chamber’s statute was approved under
the official gazette of the Bahrain Government, Issue 36 dated 15

Jumada Al -Thani 1370 corresponding to March 23, 1951.

The record of the members of the association from August 1. 1939,
to December 1947 contains the names of the members and proof of
payment of the chamber membership fees.

On April 1. 1950, Mr. Abdul Rahman Ibrahim Ashir was appointed
as the first Bahraini clerk of the Chamber in return for a monthly
salary of 200 rupees.

On May 12, 1950 the minutes of the meetings of the board of directors
began to be drafted in Arabic.

On December 24, 1950, the Bahrain General Merchants Association
encouraged its members to visit the British Industrial Exhibition,
which will be held in May 1951 in Britain.

On July 3. 1953, the Board of Directors held a ceremony in the honor
of the late Sheikh Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa in appreciation of
his support for the Chamber and the commercial sector.

The Chamber acceded to the Union of Arab Chambers, and a
delegation from the Chamber attended the Conference of Union
held in Baghdad in 1953.

The Chamber participated in the study of the establishment of a joint
stock company to establish and operate a large fridge for storing
perishable foods in 1953, but the project was not completed.
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On March 26, 1967, a committee was formed, consisting of M/s.
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mannai, Qasim Ahmad Fakhro, Taqi
Mohammad Al-Baharna, Ibrahim Ishaq, Qasim Mohammad Yusuf
Fakhro, Ahmad Mohammad Mulla, Youssef Ahmad Ishaq and Abdul
Rahman Hassan Taqi to study the economic situation.

In February 1968, the Chamber began to study establishing a
company for flour Mills. On May 4, 1968, the Chamber’s Board of
Directors held a meeting, headed by Mr. Ali Abdul Rahman Al Wazzan,
to discuss the establishment of the company. The Board determined
to form a team of 5 members. namely M/s. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo,
Sadiq Mohammad Al Baharna, Rashid Abdul Rahman Al Zayani,
Qasim Ahmed Fakhro, and Mohammad Sheikh Ishaq to communicate
with the government to study this issue.

In March 1968, the Chamber announced a competition in
Al-Adwaa newspaper for designing a logo to it, in return of a reward of
Paf guing g )

BHD 80.

On August 260, 1968, the Chamber addressed the head of Bahrain
Finance Department, Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, may God
have mercy on him, to establish a council for tourism. The request
was approved on September 1, 1968.

On August 28, 1968, the Chamber’s Board of Directors discussed the
establishment of a company to acquire cinemas and build modern
cinemas that reflect the country’s renaissance and progress.

On September 7, 1968, the Chamber’s Board of Directors received a
message from Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, head of Finance
Department to appoint members of a committee of competences to
assist the legal expert in enacting a commercial law for Bahrain. The
Chamber nominated M/s. Abdullah Yousef Fakhro, Rashid Abdul
Rahman Al Zayani, Mansour Mohammad Al Areedh, Ibrahim Hassan
Al Mahrous, Sadiq Mohammad Al Baharna. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo,
Youssef Ahmed Al Sa’i, Abdul Rahman Khalil Al Moayyed, Abdul
Hamid Mohammad Tayeb Khanji, Mohammad Youssef Akbar Ali

Reda for the membership of the committee.

On April 19609, the first official meeting was held with the delegation
of the Saudi Chambers headed by Mr. Mohamed Saeed Al-Awadi,
President of the Chamber of Commerce in Jeddah.

On April 20, 1969, the Chamber organized the first session of
the Conference of the General Union of Chambers of Commerce,
[ndustry, and Industry for Arab Gulf Countries in Manama with the
participation of the Chambers of Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, Dubai, Ras
Al Khaimah, Sharjah. Fujairah and Qatar. Then, it participated in
the second session of the conference in Abu Dhabi 15-17 June 1970
and later it organized the third session in Manama on May 22-24,
1971. Bahrain Chamber was one of the founders of the Union of
Arab Gulf Chambers in October 1979, based in Dammam.
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Uil acling ajlai aaye ag)li
HISTORY OF BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

On September 18, 1960, the Chamber determined to conduct
the promotions system twice a year which was approved by the
government of Bahrain.

On 1961, the Chamber agreed to increase the number of members
of its board of directors from 10 to 12 members.

On 1961, the Ruler of Bahrain decided to grant the Chamber an
annual amount of 20.000 rupees.

On July 2, 1961, the Chamber’s Board of Directors chose the name
“Commercial Life” for the Chamber’s magazine.

On December 1963, Mr. Khalifa Abdul Rahman Al-Zayani was
appointed as the first Bahraini director of the Chamber in return of
a monthly salary of 1,200 rupees.

The Chamber’s Board of Directors discussed establishment of the
Bahrain Hotels Company, in March 8, 1964.

In 1964 The Chamber held a meeting with Bapco officials. The
meeting addressed the company’s support for the national economy
through the employment of Bahraini citizens and training them locally
and externally. The Chamber issued a public statement confirming
devoting its efforts to public affairs.

The Board of Directors held an extraordinary meeting on November
27,1964, to discuss the issue of business depression, in response of
a letter from His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa.

On January 1965 (Ramadan 1384 AH), the Chamber held an
honorary ceremony in the honor of the late Sheikh Isa bin Salman
Al Khalifa in appreciation of His Highness’s support of the Chamber
and its projects.

On June 10, 1965, the Chamber addressed Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman
Al Khalifa, the head of the Finance Department, to control the rice
trade to prevent monopoly and control prices.

On October 4, 1966, the Chamber’s Board of Directors discussed the
importance of constructing a causeway to connect Bahrain and Saudi
Arabia. At the meeting of the Board of Directors held on November 8,
19606, the Board decided to address His Majesty the ruler of Bahrain
concerning this issue.

In 1967, a new law for the Chamber was passed by the Board
of Directors, the name of the Chamber was changed to “Bahrain
Chamber of Commerce and Industry”, and 12 members were elected
for the Board of Directors by the General Assembly.

In March 1967, The Chamber began to study establishing a joint
stock company to undertake livestock supplies.

In October 1967, he International Chamber of Commerce approved
accession of Bahrain to it.
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On October 18, 1973, the Chamber called for effective participation
and support of the Arab war in the Arab Republic of Egypt and the
Syrian Arab Republic. Several committees were formed for raising
donations which amounted to BHD 537871.

On 2-12 November 1973, a delegation from Bahrain Chamber visited
Taiwan.

On April 9, 1974, the first honoring ceremony for the heads and
members of the sectoral committees in the Chamber was organized.

On April 23 - May 1, 1977, a delegation from the Republic of Korea
visited Bahrain and held several meetings with the Chamber.

On April 5, 1980, Sheikh Issa bin Salman Al Khalifa, may God have
mercy on him, inaugurated the premises of the Chamber in the old
Manama Souq, and the Arab Chambers Conference was opened at
the Chamber’s premises.

On December 1982, the Chamber provided financial support of BHD
40,000 to the National Committee for the Relief of the L.ebanese and
Palestinian People.

On March 5, 1965, the Chamber participated in a joint meeting with
the Saudi Arabia Eastern Region Chamber to discuss the economic
effects of the causeway connecting Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.

On April 20, 1985, in coordination between the Chamber and the
Ministry of Commerce, elimination of the phenomenon of selling and
renting commercial registers started.

On February 9, 1987, the Chamber, in cooperation with the World
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, under the auspices of
the Minister of Finance and National Economy, held a symposium
on the role and techniques of the Bank in financing and benefiting
from industrial and development projects all over the world.

On 29-30 March 1987, the Chamber, in collaboration with the Union
of Arab Gulf Chambers and under the auspices of Sheikh Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa, Prime Minister at the time, may God have
mercy on him, organized a seminar on the role of the private sector
in stimulating the economic activity in the Arab Gulf countries, which

was held in Gulf Hotel.

On December 18, 1987, the Chamber participated in the events of
the media day on Bahrain, which was held in Paris.

In January 1985, the Chamber visited Tunisia and took part in the
Bahrain-Tunisian brotherhood week which started on September

22, 1986.
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Uil acling ajlai aaye ag)li
HISTORY OF BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

On May 5, 1969, the Chamber’s Board of Directors held a tea
ceremony in honor of the country’s guest, Sheikh Ahmed bin Ali Al
Thani, the ruler of Qatar, in the Manama Municipality premises at
4:30 p.m.

On June 1, 1969, The Chamber’s Board of Directors decided to move
to Al-Moayyed building.

On June 1, 1969, The Chamber decided to establish a real estate
company and entrusted it to construct the Chamber's building as
its first project.

In 1970, the Board of Directors discussed establishing an aluminum
smelter, which was later known as Aluminum Bahrain (Alba).

On February 21,1970, the Chamber proposed that the government
shall enact a law regulating labour in Bahrain.

On December 12, 1970, the first Constitutional meeting of the Board
of Directors of the Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait, with the participation
of the Bahrain and Kuwait Chambers.

On 16-20 January 1971, a delegation from the Chamber, headed
by the president, Mr. Ali Abdul Rahman Al-Wazzan, participated
in the 16th session of the Conference of the General Union of Arab
Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture held in Khartoum,
in which Mr. Al-Wazzan was unanimously elected as president of the
Union. Mr. Ibrahim Khalil Kanoo was the president of the Union in

the 17th session held on 25-30 March 1972.

On January 20, 1971, a meeting was held between the Chamber and
a Japanese delegation headed by the Special Adviser to the Japanese
Foreign Affairs Minister.

On March 23, 1971, Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, may
God have mercy on him, inaugurated Bahrain Insurance Company,
which the Chamber sought to establish.

On April 1971, the President of the Chamber, Mr. Ali Abdul Rahman
Al-Wazzan and the treasurer, Mr. Qasim Ahmed Fakhro, visited the
United States of America to attend the conference of the American
Chamber of Commerce and to visit to some companies and factories
in New York, San Francisco and Los Angeles.

On December 14, 1971, the Board of Directors decided to establish
the National Cement Import Company.

On April 24 - May 6, 1972, a delegation from the Chamber, headed
by Mr. Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo visited Riyadh, Al-Kharj, Jeddah,
Makkah, Madinah, Dammam and Al-Ahsa.

On 4-7 March 1973, a delegation from the Chamber, headed by Mr.
Khalil Ibrahim Kanoo, visited the State of Qatar.
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On 60-8 December 1997, the Chamber organized “Made in Bahrain”
Exhibition in Sanaa.

On December 13, 1997, the Chamber organized, in conjunction
with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
“UNCTAD” an introductory symposium on the impact of the Uruguay
Round and the World Trade Organization on International Trade.

On 5-6 December 1998, the Chamber organized the Algerian Gulf
Partership Conference under the patronage of Sheikh Khahfa bin
Salman Al Khalifa, the late Prime Minister, may God have mercy on
him.

On September 28, 1998, the Chamber organized, in collaboration
with the American Media Office, a symposium on globalization and
its future effects on the Chamber of Commerce, companies and
businessmen.

On 24-30 October 1998. the Chamber organized an exhibition for
Bahraini products in London.

On December 4, 1999, the Chamber celebrated. under the gracious
patronage of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and in the
presence of Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the late Prime
Minister, may God have mercy on him, its 60th anniversary.

On January 24, 2000, the Chamber organized "Made in Bahrain"
exhibition in Paris, which was the third held in France after the first
held in 1983 and the second in 1987.

On October 22, 2001, Mrs. Mona Youssef Al-Moayad was the first
businesswoman to become a member of the Chamber’s Board of
Directors. She headed the first businesswomen committee in the

Chamber.

On January 21, 2002, the Retail and Old Markets Committee
organized a forum to discuss the status of the old Manama Souq
and the requirements of its development. Accordingly, His Highness
the Prime Minister visited the Souq on February 11, 2002 to examine
the conditions of the Souq and the merchants. His nghness ordered
the government to form a committee for the development of the
market, under the presidency of the Minister of Commerce, and
with the membership of the governor of Manama, representatives
of several ministries, and the Chamber represented in the head of
the Retail and Old Markets Committee.

On June 14, 2002, the Chamber’s Board of Directors expressed its
desire to activate the 22 committees formed at the beginning of the
25th term of the Board of Directors, representing the various economic
sectors and the joint committees with ministries and the competent
government bodies, as part of the plan of the Board of Directors to
improve the performance and efficiency of the Chamber. For the
first time in its history, the Chamber has established a department
concerned with affairs of the committees, headed by Mr. Khalid

Abdullah Al-Murbati.
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On October 26, 1987, the Chamber organized, in collaboration with
the Euro-Arab Arbitration IT Congress on Arbitration in Bahrain under
the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, the former Prime Minister, may God have mercy on him.
One of the recommendations of the conference was selecting Bahrain
as the headquarters of the International Commercial Arbitration
Center. As a result, Decree No. (4) of 1988 was issued approving
Bahrain’s accession to the New York Convention on Recognition and
Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards.

On 26-28 March 1988, the Chamber organized, in collaboration
with Gulf Marketing Association, Marketing Conference 11.

On December 24, 1989, the Chamber celebrated its golden jubilee
under the gracious auspices of His Highness the late Prince Isa bin
Salman Al Khalifa, and with the participation of Prime Minister
Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, may God have mercy

on them.

In August 1990, the Chamber provided support to the National
Committee to help people afflicted by the earthquake in Iran and
to the National Committee to help the Palestinian people in the
occupied territories.

In August 1990, the Chamber issued a statement calling the
commercial sector and all citizens and residents to act responsibly
in the current stage due to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. The Chamber
participated in the coordination meetings of the Arab and Gulf
Chambers of Commerce and Industry with the aim of adopting the
common positions. The Chamber participated in the extraordinary
meeting of the Federation of GCC Chambers held in Cairo on
November 14, 1990, followed by a meeting of the Council of the
Union of Arab Chambers on November 15, 1990. The Chamber also
participated in a meeting held in Abu Dhabi on November 8, 1990,
to discuss the rise in insurance and shipping prices.

On 15-19 May 1995, the Chamber organized the first “Made in
Bahrain” exhibition under the patronage of Sheikh Khalifa bin
Salman Al Khalifa, the late Prime Minister, may God have mercy
on him.

On December 28, 1996 to January 3. 1997, The Chamber organized
the Eleventh Joint GCC Exhibition, under the patronage of Sheikh
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the late Prime Minister, may God
have mercy on him.

The Chamber participated in organizing “Bahraini Gold Wonders”
Exhibitions in cooperation with the Mmlsm of Commerce, which was

held for eight times in Bahrain and some GCC and Amb countries
from 1996 to 2004.

On 1-5 June, 1997, the Chamber organized an exhibition of Bahraini
products in Amman, Jordan.
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On 11-12 May, 2003, the Chamber organized the 94th session
of the Union of Arab Chambers under the title “The role of Arab
businessmen in the reconstruction of Iraq” under the patronage of
Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the late Prime Minister, may
God have mercy on him.

On 7-10 October, 2003, the Chamber organized the First Economic
Forum for Businesswomen.

In 2004, the Chamber participated actively in the dialogues of the
labor market reform project.

On 5-10 April 2004, the Chamber organized the first promotional and
marketing festival of its kind in the old Souq of Manama under the
name “Manama Formula Shopping” under the gracious patronage
of Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the late Prime Minister,

may God have mercy on him.

On January 8, 2005, the late Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa bin
Salman Al Khalifa, may God have mercy on him, laid the foundation
stone for the new building of Chamber in Sanabis.

In August 2000, the Chamber launched “We are all Lebanon™
campaign to raise donations for the Lebanese people.

In 2007, the Chamber expressed its opinions on the Economic Vision

2030 launched in 2008.

In 2008, a committee of experts was formed for the first time in the
history of the Chamber for studying and expressing opinion on the
draft laws and proposals submitted and prepared by the legislative
and executive authorities, especially those related to commercial and
economic affairs.

In 2008, the Chamber participated in the first GCC-France Economic
Forum held in Paris on 28-29 October 2008, organized by the
Federation of GCC Chambers. It also participated in the European-
Gulf Exhibition in London on 12-13 November 2008, the Russian-
Arab Exhibition in Moscow on 22-24 October 2008, and the Asian
Regional Training and Development Organization “ARTDO” held
in Cairo on 3-6 November 2008.

On 8-10 February 2009, the Chamber participated in the First Gulf
Conference on Corporate Governance held in Muscat.

In April 28. 2009, the Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, may God have mercy on him, inaugurated the new premises
of the Chamber in Sanabis. The Chamber also celebrated its 70th
anniversary.

On December 7., 2009, the Chamber organized, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Interior, the First Forum for Security Awareness under
the title “Combating Economic Crimes”.

197

On May 10, 2010, His Highness Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa
sponsored and participated in the Youth Business Forum organized
by the Chamber.

In 2011, the Chamber supported initiatives for providing all forms
of support to the Somali people vulnerable to starvation.

In June 2011, the Chamber participated in the national dialogue
session that His Majesty King Hamad, may God protect him, called
for.

In October 1, 2012, Decree by Law No. (48) of 2012 was issued by
His Majesty King Hamad Al Khalifa, may God protect him, regulating
the work of the Chamber.

In 2013, the executive regulations of Decree-Law No. (48) of 2012
regarding the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry was
issued by Resolution No. (156) of 2013.

In 2013, Cabinet issued Resolution No. (72) for 2013 regarding
determining the amounts due for services rendered by the Chamber

In 2013, Resolution No. (159) of 2013 was issued regarding
certificates approved by the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.

On April 1, 2015, the Chamber celebrated, under the gracious
patronage of the late Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, may God have mercy on him, its diamond jubilee.

On March 2017, the Chamber organized the first workshop on the
obstacles hindering the private sector.

In 2017, the Chamber began a promotion campaign for Bahrain to
create wider horizons for the private sector. The Chamber organized a
visit to the Philippines on March 17,2017 and to Pakistan on March
il 200,

In 2018, the Chamber’s Board of Directors has for the first time in the
history of the Chamber formed an advisory council consisting of the
Chairmen of the Chamber and some members of its previous boards
and the most influential dignitaries in the commercial community
to provide advice to the Chamber’s board of directors with regard
to issues of commercial community and the national economy.

Also, the Chamber’s Board of Directors introduced, for the first time
in the history of the Chamber, a committee under the name of the
“Coordination Committee” to review the performance of the sectoral
committees. Member of the Chamber’s Board of Directors, Mrs. Sonia
Mohamed Janahi, headed this committee.

On October 23, 2018, for the first time in the history of the Chamber,
the Chamber’s Complaint Unit was established, to receive all
complaints from the members of the Chamber. Mr. Khalid Abdullah
Al-Murbati was appointed as manager of the Unit.

Uil acling ajlai aaye ag)li
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In 2019, the Chamber focused on preparing qualitative studies for
consolidating its positions, contributing to providing the most reliable
information that help make better decisions and clear positions. The
most important of these studies are the study of supporting small
traders, the study of labor market regulation, and the study of the
impacts of allowing foreigners to own commercial registers, and the
study on the liquidity fund.

On 11-13 November 2019, the Chamber organized the 18th Arab
Businessmen and Investors Conference, in collaboration with the
Union of Arab Chambers. On the sidelines of the Conference, the
Chamber organized the 3rd Forum for Entrepreneurs and Investment,
in collaboration with the United Nations Industrial Development

Organization (UNIDO).

On November 13, 2019 The Chamber celebrated its 80th anniversary.
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